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By a Star Staff Writer 

a™S’„“.ss™r‘sxs c 

reee ye: medical treaiment. invest in projects or 
justio lour .he Kingdom and relax. P J 

Most come by air. landing a. Queen Alia Imcr- 

gateway to the 

drivL tS d ionp e rt° f ‘ tS landmarks* Others 

anve the long desen highways from the Gulf m 

J °BuT a e imn n , n2 n hr0lJgh ,he SOU,hern bordcr Ports'. 
But almost all come with their families: chi!- 


Ahlan expatriates! 


Of course I’ll have no problem with 
the customs...I’m an expatriate! 



dren. mothers, wives ,m«J ail. 

This is the season when points of entry become 
congested. Airlines fly extra ^flights in order in 
meet the huge demand and naturally our>iirpon. 
which at other limes is a quiet and peaeeiul place, 
teems with passengers queuing at immigration and 
customs counters. This- is where mini-tragedies 
lake place almost daily. 

Last Saturday was a ease in point. Two planes 
arrived at the same lime, one from Duh.ii and the 
other from New York: hoih unloading no less dun 
5H0 passengers at the northern terminal. No 
planes were docked at the southern terminal at ihe 


nme. 


Passengers from hoth planes headed to immi¬ 
gration and were stopped there for more than hour 
while immigration officials, manning five of the 
I'J counters, attempted to deal with the unex¬ 
pected influx. 

Typically, the air-cooling system was down, so 
were half the computers at the immigration coun¬ 
ters. The passport check process was slow and 
cumbersome and soon tired and weary passengers 
began to complain. 

Continued on page 2 
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Brotherhood’s 
decision reshuffles 
political cards 


By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
LAST WEEK'S bombshell 
fdecision by the Muslim Broth- 
-erhood to. boycott the coming 
genera! elections while calling 
.for political reforms is being 
seen as painfol blow to the 
-credibility and prestige of the 
’government of Dr Abdel Salam 
.Majali. 

. The government is trying to 
pot a brave face and minimize 
the damage. But it is nervously 
waiting for a similar announce¬ 
ment by the Islamic Action 
Front tIAF). expected on Satur¬ 
day. which observers believe 
. will be in line with that of the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

If the leading opposition 
party in Jordan, does turn its 
back to the November elec¬ 
tions. it will open the way for 
the remaining members of the 
opposition coalition to follow 
into its footsteps. Many say 
they have already made up their 
minds. 

Professional unions are 
expected to follow soon and if 
this happens the government 
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ny-tacked " govem- 
;nt released Tuesday 
ossi Madaiii. leader ot 
► banned Islamic Sal- 
tion Front (FIS), W * 
jve the FIS said would 
I© resolve Algeria s 
e-year conflict- 
Madam, whose party 
is stripped of an eJec- 
n victory in 
mains Algeria into 
SSv® conflict, was 
led' tor 12 yeare . in 

u, iqtj2 for undermtn- 

5 -state security. 
f pis and other Alger- 

vc tt&jg 
"m.SSS** 

lieal deputy, now 
Oeved to *“! ld 10 

^ south Of A & 
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Thuneibat 

will ho longer be able to treat 
this as a matter of “personal" 
differences with the Islamists. 

Until mid-week, the only 
official response by the gov¬ 
ernment came in the form of a 
rebuttal statement responding 
to the one made earlier by the 
Muslim Brotherhood. But in a 
televised interview -with MBC 
TV \on Tuesday, Dr Majali 
called on the Islamists to talk 
with the govern menL 

“If they [the Islamists] have 
any objection, then dialogue is 
the solution," Prime Minister, 
Abdel Salam A1 Majali told 
his interviewer. “We are ready 
for dialogue-if the [Muslim] 
Brotherhood wish thaL" 

The Prime Minister said 
there are no plans to extend 
the term of the current Parlia¬ 
ment or to cancel the license 
of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

In an earlier official state¬ 
ment released on Monday, the 
government considered the 
Brotherhood's decision as a 
result of " an internal crisis in 
the move menL" The govern¬ 
ment promised to hold the 
elections on their constitu¬ 
tional date, which is in 
November. 

Mr Abdel Majeed Thunei- 
baL the Overseer of the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood, described the 
government statement as 
“ignoring and minimizing the 


crisis in the country," he added 
thaL by issuing such a state¬ 
ment “the government has 
closed the door of dialogue." 

In iis own siatemeni, Lhe 
Brotherhood, headed by its 
Overseer Thuneibat, presented 
its own analysis of lhe danger¬ 
ous regression in the demo¬ 
cratic process which has. in its 
own view, affected all spheres 
of life in Jordan. 

The statement touched on 
the deteriorating state of 
democracy in the areas of leg¬ 
islative and parliamentary 
work, in administration and the 
fight against corruption, in the 
political field and even in the 
social and cultural areas. 

The statement said that the 
decision to boycott the elec¬ 
tions is not a form of political 
isolation nor was the move¬ 
ment abandoning public 
responsibility, but is a way to 
revise the political process in 
Jordan and to stand out against 
democratic deterioration. 

The statement ended by pul¬ 
ling down seven steps for 
“reforms". These included ter¬ 
minating normalization steps 
with Israel; introducing consti¬ 
tutional reforms aimed at 
cementing the separation 
between the various branches 
of government; abrogating the 
single vote system and the tem¬ 
porary press and publication 
law. fighting corruption and 
taking steps to allow political 
parties to become more effec¬ 
tive and to allow public 
freedoms. 

Economically, the Muslim 
Brotherhood called on the gov¬ 
ernment to refuse to carry out 
the orders of the IMF and the 
new world order. 

The Islamists gained 
146,362 votes, about 17.92 per¬ 
cent of the total number of bal¬ 
lots cast in the 1993 parliamen¬ 
tary elections under the one- 
man one-vote system. This 
gave them 17 deputies in the 

Continued on page 2 



Jurassic Fright: An eight ton, 40 foot Tyrannosaurus Rex—the world's 
fastest moving aninuitronic—lunges at a boatload of guests at Universal Studio 's 
Hollywood’s Jurassic Park: The Ride. One year after its introduction, the Steven 
Spielberg-inspired thrill ride continues to be wildly popular for its state-of-the-art 
animatronic dinosaurs from both “Jurassic Park" and. “The Lost World" movies 
and luts helped the motum picture and television-based theme park set new atten¬ 
dance records. To mark its first anniversary, designers have outfitted the Califor¬ 
nia, USA, attraction with new sound effects and an improved interior sound sys¬ 
tem. (PR NewsFoto) 

Dakamseh to be sentenced 


on Saturday 


AMMAN (Sian—The two- 
monih trial of Ahmed AI 
Dakamseh. the Jordanian sol¬ 
dier who is accused of killing 
seven Israeli schoolgirl *« in 
Baquora last March, will come 
lo an end on Saturday when the 
military court will pass 
semencc. 

If convicted on murder 
charges. Dakamseh could face 
the death penally. While the 
military prosecutor is calling 
for the maximum penalty, 
defence lawyers, led by Huss¬ 
ein Mjalli. feci satisfied Ihnl the 


military court will lake into 
account the mental stale of the 
defendant and could pass a (ess 
stiller sentence. In last week's 
session ino psychiatrists were 
called in hy the military court 
l«*.'dicJ further light on Dakam- 
sch's mental hcjith. 

Their testimony will have a 
vital hearing on determining 
whether the accused was 
responsible for his action. This 
is ecn.iinh the argument that 
the defence has been using, 
i See page .1 for details >.■ 



Dakamseh 


Gianni Versace: 


Death of ‘King of frock 4 n’ roll’ 


By Richard Boudreaux 
ROME, MIAMI— : Bom to a 
noor dressmaker in southern 
Italy. Gianni Versace grew up 
u> be proclaimed "the king of 
frock 'n' roll." His rnullimil- 
jion-dollar fashion empire fea¬ 
tured glitzy shows, astronomi¬ 
cal fffice tags and roaring 
profits on the sate 

of trendy clothes, perfume and 

aC M^ S °Versace was returning 


restau- 


Won 


from • a 
rant near to nis 
Miami Beach 
mansion in the 
morning wl} en 
he was shot 
twice in ^ 
head by an 
assailant wl* 0 
police 

g-Sstng 

^ shooting took 
Miami Beaoh-ss^^ 

DriVe ’ahv“rafo^'LllArt 

. the west b> cates anu 

Deco hotels and lacing 


Atlantic Ocean on the cast. The 
fashion designer was intimately 
associated with the resurrection 
of Miami from a long eco¬ 
nomic decline, and had helped 
to establish its international 
reputation as a magnet for the 
voung glamorous. The pave¬ 
ment in front of the Versace 
mansion is the scene every 
night of a constant parade or 
models, actors, entertainers and 
tourists. 

Versace's 



fatal 

shooting in Miami 
Tuesday deprived 
Italy of a rags-to- 
riches icon and his 

family-owned 

w m r . , company of its 

R A n n r I creative genius. As 
C M ^ it shut its palatial 

Milan headquar- 
jers in mourning, 
Gianni Vereace S P A faced the 
question: Can it survive with- 
tJulGianni Versace. 

A fortune is at stake. Ver¬ 
sace's company had grown 

f leader in design,n S 



Versace with actress Demi Morre in Paris last week 
men and old designer with the 


lor 


trendy clothes 
women. 

And for ihe rich and famous. 
Those mourning the SH-vear- 


— — ■■yiu mm mi. neat gray 
beard included VIPs who had 
elevated him to celebrity by 
dunning his lb inhoy a ill crea¬ 


tions. Princess Diana w 
asiuied." pop sur Boy 
"heartbroken." 

r AntimiMl 


as "dev- 
Georgc 

page 11 


Local businessmen 
divided on 
Medpartenariat 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
"ALL HAVE come, bui to 
sell." This was the first 
impression of some local 
businessmen who look pan in 
ihe Medpartenariat Jordan 
'97 conference which con¬ 
cluded its meeting this week. 

Though, this is the ‘first' 
impression that may change 
completely hy time, yei it 
hints ai a feeling of disap¬ 
pointment. which is not the 
aim of the gathering. 

However, other business¬ 
men in addition lo officials 
and economic experts sec 
the event as a success. 

To be fair, just a week is 
not enough to pass a rational 
judgement or a true evalua¬ 
tion of the venue. 

Success of this kind of 
worldwide meetings is meas¬ 
ured by Iheir consequences, 
and these need enough time 
to materialize. 

“Even if the Medpartenar- 
inl does succeed in arranging 
initial agreemerns between 
Jordanian and European busi¬ 
nessmen. the actual results 
and practical steps to follow 
require at least three months." 
said Minister of Trade and 
lnduslry Dr Hani AI Mulki. 

He stressed that it is prema¬ 
ture to label this activity in 
terms of success or failure. 

The conference brought 
together a large number of 
Jordanian (150 companies) 
and European and Mediterra¬ 
nean companies (about 400) 
from 2S countries and gave 
them an excellent opportunity 
to meet face to face, discuss 
and explore means of cooper¬ 
ation. This is in itself, a great 
achievment. that no one can 
deny. 

—But to a large extent this 
depends on the ability of the 
participating Jordanian com¬ 
panies to resume contacts 
and boost coordination and 
co-operation with their 
counterparts. 

Dr Mohammed AI Halaiqa. 
general secretary ut the Min¬ 
istry of Trade and Industry is 
optimistic. He said there were 
about 2000 scheduled bilat¬ 


eral meetings between Jorda¬ 
nian and European business¬ 
men. Mostly. 30% of such 
meetings, prove by experi¬ 
ence. to he successful. He 
added that . accordingly . at 
least there will he 600 fruitful 
and productive meetings. 

However, this is not the 
view of Mr Ali Ai Dajani. 
an expert in the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. "It's a 
good opportunity to support 
our industrial activities in line 
with production, quality and 
export.” he told Tin- Star. 

But AI Dajani stressed thut 
“what we look for is a real 
partnership with European 
countries and companies." 
and he hoped that such meet¬ 
ings arc not only a media dis¬ 
play or only ink on paper. 
'Unless such meetings arc 
associated with real efforts to 
develop joint projects, we 
will remain in the back¬ 
seats." 

AI Dajani said there is a 
huge imbalance in Jordan's 
trade with Europe noting that 
"we export only ahnul eight 
percent of our total imports 
from Europe, and we have to 
find a way to mend this dis¬ 
tortion through joint ventures 
and sub-contracting. 

But Dr Fahad AI F.mek. a 
well-known economic expert 
does not share his view. “The 
Medpartenariat is not a char¬ 
ity society or merely an inter¬ 
national media event, wc arc 
looking out for our interests 
and the European companies 
also, have the right to look 
out for their own." AI Fanek 
was amazed to hear that there 
are businessmen who criti¬ 
cized the Europeans for what 
they call as coming to Jordan 
to promote their products. 

Frorp a practical viewpoint. 
AI Fanek's stand is right. 
Businessmen always look for 
profit, prefer to exchange 
benefits and interests and arc 
for the most part unwilling to 
share with their counterparts 
unless they are guaranteed 
profitable ventures. 

But the difficult ecnnumic 

Continued on page 2 
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30 years of community service 


and voluntarism 


Bv Nadia TaJkriti Kama! 


THE ARAB Cultural Society which cele¬ 
brates. its 30th anniversary this year, stands 
;is a testimony to the diversity and vitality 
nf the voluntary sector in our country. 

The thought of establishing the society 
w.ls an attempt to respond lo a need, tangi¬ 
ble at the time, for a school with a special 
educational outlook. Patriotic, non¬ 
partisan. driven by scientific thinking and 
strong ethics, determined to provide mod¬ 
em up to date teaching and preserve Arab 
cultural identity simultaneously. 

Funds were raised from concerned indi¬ 
viduals and establishments, and volunteers 
pooled their human capital and expertise to 
realize their vision. Families, who believed 
in quality community-driven education, 
brough. in their children, year after year, 
as classes gradually expanded from kinder¬ 
garten to Tawjihi. The school is steered by 
an education council of dedicated profes¬ 
sionals from various national educational 
bodies patiently volunteering their lime 
and effort. 

A wealth of activities accumulated over 
lime in other committees along side educa¬ 
tion. The social committee undertakes 
some poveny alleviation involvement, 
rather limited hut profound. This helps get 
pour students throughout school and uni¬ 
versity education, it works closely with the 
local community on varied charitable and 
civic concerns us they emerge. 

The cultural committee runs monthly 
seminars and lectures on topics relevant to 
children's upbringing, education, family 
welfare, .is well as social and national 


These provide work opportunities for 
women in low-incomc areas to help them 
earn a living and supplement family 
income, while upper middle class families 
from different walks of Jordanian society 
appreciate obtaining these artifacts. The 
sewing sub-committee produces school 
costumes and playsuils for almost 850 stu¬ 
dents annually. 

The Alumni Committee is paving its 
way to represent and bring together the 
school's graduates, university graduates by 
now and active members of our national 
labor force. 

The kindergarten established in Wihdat. 
with so many donations, is u model to 
serve children from an underprivileged 


This is merely a glimpse reflecting the 
daily, persistent and diversified involve¬ 
ment of hundreds of people in this commu¬ 
nity organization and in solidarity and con¬ 
certed action. A place which gives room 
for citizens, old and young, with middle lo 
higher educational establishment profiles, 
a majority with mere charitable orientation 
and a limited look to a few sophisticated 
and tireless women who play low profiles 
a* they nurture others into maturity. Vol¬ 
unteers with whom 1 had the pleasure to 
serve in the ranks and files of this NGQ 
over the past two years. 

There are issues of critical weight to the 
future of this organization, among which 
are: 


concerns. 

The Embroidery Committee produces 
classic hand-made pieces of national heri¬ 
tage which brings history and art together. 


■ Upholding or amending the organiza¬ 
tion goals after 30 years of establishment, 
especially the educational core goal which 
was built upon pan-Arab background. It is 
gradually changing focus on the one hand, 
and .something which is being challenged 
since the mid-eighties by a growing num¬ 
ber of institutions with vast resources. It 


claims to cater for quality education. Its 
sheer absorptive capacity and diversity has 
induced a shift in the clientele of the 
school, the majority of whom arc average 
middle class white collar professionals 
who can't afford the more expensive alter¬ 
natives because of their eroding incomes in 
an increasingly difficult macro economic 
situation. 

The school earnings from fees hardly 
covers upgrading school facilities if there 
is no supplementary income earning 
involvement. To maintain its record nf 
excellence, the school has to develop a dis¬ 
tinct comparative advantage. A real I'ncus 
on improving quality of education by con¬ 
solidating critical thinking, offering elec¬ 
tive courses, institutionalizing compulsory 
community service, coping with informat¬ 
ics developments and introducing special 
summer options, are a lew pussi hi lilies. 
Extending bridges with other schools to 
build economies of scale vis-a-vis teacher 
training and a community spirit, and con¬ 
solidated solutions to student issues, is 
imperative. 

■ The amount of dedicated team work 
and professional voluntary commitment is 
shifting in nature, in the sense that the indi- 
viduafused to be at the disposal of the 
institution all along but not any more. The 
institution has to meet individual needs 
from within, as volunteers become benefi¬ 
ciaries at the same time. This mams a defi¬ 
nite shift of membership in the organiza¬ 
tion and a different composition of 
participants who are no longer bound hy a 
noble goal worthy of fighting for and 
standing up to. but who constitute a vested 
group of clientele. This poses a real chal¬ 
lenge in defining voluntarism! 

■ The organization has to sharpen its 
focus on community-development lor the 



underprivileged in low income areas. Effi¬ 
ciency in service delivery, wide coverage 
and reach out in all activities, be it income 
generating for women in embroidery, or 
scholarships and grants, or poverty allevia¬ 
tion or cultural events, are rcquiremenls 
for maintaining the role of the Arab Cultu¬ 
ral Society and rationalizing its endeavours 
to achieve iLs objectives. 

■ The real resources that the socicly can 
count on. are its school graduates who 
work in various professions and have dif¬ 
ferent qualifications and could add new 
input to its programs and activities, and 
take new initiatives which muv he more 


professional and up to date in trying to 
realize its goals, with vitality and consoli¬ 
dated vision. The challenge is to bring out 
their loyalty and sense of belonging to the 
institution at its best, and gear them to pool 
their energy in constructive group and 
teamwork to contribute their share in civil 
society beyond their personal needs. 

One looks forward ip witnessing an 
established institution renew its outlook, 
cadres, target groups, and methodologies, 
and thus survives into a new era while pre¬ 
serving and invigorating its original noble 
objectives. ■ 


Ahlan expatriates! Local businessmen divided 


Continued from page 1 

Parents became irritated 
with their nagging children 
and babies crying. Not a sin¬ 
gle airport official showed up 
to investigate the reasons 
behind the holtlcneck. 

This was the kind of recep¬ 
tion that Jordanian expats 
received at the airport un Sai- 
'urday. There is no reason to 
doubt that this kind of recep¬ 
tive lakes place every day 
during the summer. 

We all know that we don't 
have one of the busiest air¬ 
ports in the region—we wish. 
We all know—and have been 
lectured to that effect—how 
important Jordanian expatri¬ 
ates arc lo our economy— 
which is in u dire need for 
their investments and even 
vacation money. 

We remember many years 
ago when the government 
even held conferences For Jor¬ 
danian expatriates and offered 
them incentives to invest in 
Jordan. 


Regardless of the national¬ 
ity of those arriving at our 
points of entry they deserve a 
better reception. The airport i« 
the first thing a visitor sees of 
Jordan and his or her experi¬ 
ence there leaves a lasting 
impression. 

There is no doubt that much 
could be done to improve air¬ 
port facilities—especially 
those dealing with arriving 
passengers. The aircooling 
system should be fixed and 
the number nf counters—with 
working computers—can be 
easily increased. 

And then maybe we can 
move a step forward by 
cutting the number of immi¬ 
gration officers at passport 
control from two to one—like 
in all civilized countries. 
Ideally, checking a passport 
should not take more Ilian a 
minute. For weary, sweaty 
and frustrated passengers 
arriving at Queen Alia Inter- ; 
national Airport, it took a life¬ 
time! ■ 


Continued from page 1 





situation Jordanian compa¬ 
nies are facing today is 
mainly the reason behind 
complaints of some local 
businessmen. They run their 
firms successfully, but they 
can’t promote their products 
easily, especially after losing 
traditional Gulf markets 
since I99CI. 

Of course, those big com¬ 
pany owners do not rcaffy feel 
the burden as small firms do. 
These arc encouraged to par¬ 
ticipate in the Medpartenariat 
hoping that it gives them a 
helping hand, as it is basically 
a philosophy to assist small 
and medium size companies 
which help lo promote their 
products in new markets. 

Jordan Cement Factories 
Marketing Director Mahmoud 
Subeih is~ in an excited mood. 
He said that companies from 
Belgium. Spain . Britain and 
France have shown much 
interest in buying Jordanian 
Cement 

But Samer Zureikat From a 
medium-sized chemical com¬ 
pany, is pessimistic. "All [out¬ 
side companies] have come lo 
sell, this is what we conclude 
from this conference". 


But. he suggests that "we 
arc to hlame.We need Euro¬ 
pean businessmen's partner¬ 
ship and technology. So the 
only way is to go to them and 
offer nur service, instead nf 
wailing for them to come." 

Khaled AI Qurdi. an execu¬ 
tive partner in the Engineering 
Technical Co. puLx the respon¬ 
sibility on promotional cam¬ 
paigns. He says “Jordan is not 
being given the proper 
required promotional media 
campaigns outside." 

"Wc have come to the con¬ 
ference searching lor untrudi- 
lional markets for our prod¬ 
ucts. hut. found ourselves 
wondering who will sell to the 
other, is it us or the Euro¬ 
peans." he says. 

However, some business¬ 
men consider their contacts 
and meetings with their Euro¬ 
pean counterparts as construc¬ 
tive. at least they have a posi¬ 
tive impression about our 
industrial products. They also 
described the event as a way to 
know what European busi¬ 
nessmen want from our 
market. 

But the Medpartenariat has 
a regional angle. It soon 
became apparent that some 
European businessmen were 


using it as an opportunity to 
make contacts with Arab busi¬ 
nessmen participating. 

This is despite the fact that 
Arab participation in the 
event was seen hy many to be 
fur below the required level. 

In addition to Jordan, the 
host country, only four Arah 
countries took part: Palestine. 
Egypt. Morocco and Tunisia. 

' Dr Haiaiqa said that the 
absence of some Arab coun¬ 
tries is mainly due lo finan¬ 
cial and technical reasons, as 
the EU did not prmidc finan¬ 
cial support for the participat¬ 
ing countries 

Generally speaking. Mcd- 
partenariat Jordan *97 remains 
an important economic icnuc 
that established a link 
between Jordanian business¬ 
men and their European 
counterparts that focuses on 
the necessity to exchange 
products, expertise and man¬ 
power. This event also paved 
the way for further co¬ 
operation between EU and the 
countries of the Mediterra¬ 
nean basin in the fields of 


Algeria frees leader 
of Islamic party 


Continued from page 1 


export, investment, joint ven¬ 
tures and transfer of technol- 
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CYPRUS AIRWAYS 


" CO' 


j . •,) A new program is now available at your 
~ '-\'J •' -'.'j comfort You can in One day and 

within few hours arrive at, Larnaca 
T ; Amsterdam, Athens, Bahrain, Beirut, 

Damascus, Dubai, Frankfort, London, 

i Manchester, Moscow, Paris, Rome, Zurich 

f'T"' ^ T v,! and Tel Aviv. 

-; ;j In addition to ordinary trips to 20 cities all 
*’ y over the world. 

Departure from Amman at 6.50 a.m. arrival i| 
rfrlTat Larnaca 8.15 a.m every Saturday and 
^ ^ • Wednesday. 

Departure from Larnaca 10.15 p.m. and 

arrival to Amman at 11:35 p.m. every 
Tuesday and Friday. 


nr : .^ 




Hachani was sentenced Inst 
week to five years, the period 
he had already served. But he 
was stripped of his civil rights 
for three years. FIS representa¬ 
tives in Europe said it was not 
clear whether Madam would 
be allowed to pia> a political 
role, and said his release might 
also be conditional. 

Since cancellation ot elec¬ 
tions., in U'92. the military- 
backed authorities have been 
bent on eradicating Islamist 
militants by force, while 
reshaping the country ’s politi¬ 
cal scene to ensure no opposi¬ 
tion can again challenge the 
establish meru. 

This has been achieved 
through changes in the Alger¬ 
ian constitution barring parties 
from exploiting religion for 
political ends and increasing 
the powers of the president at 
the expense of the general 
assembly. 

Algeria last month also held 
legislative elections which 
excluded the FIS and gave 
pro-government parties a 
majority in the assembly. 

. A FIS representative in 
Europe said: "We know they 
may have released Madani and 
Hachani just because they 
think the leaders no longer 
constitute a danger to (hem. 
and this will allow them to 
project an image of fairness- 
and the return of the rule of 
law. 

"Hachani cannot have politi¬ 
cal activities for three years 
and there may be conditions 
for Madani’s release.” 

Nevertheless, the FIS said 
the move was a positive step 
by President Liamine Zeroual 
and hoped it would lead to 
negotiations on a political 
solution. 

According to FIS leaders in 
exile. Madani's release 
strengthens and gives a single 
voice to an organization that 
has been plagued by internal 


dissent 

The Algerian government, 
however, insists the FIS has 
become irrelevant. The FIS 
military arm. which is known 
to attack military targets, no 
longer represents a serious 
threat to the regime. 

But some opposition leaders 
in Algiers do not rule out the 
possibility of a deal between 
the government and Madani. 
leading to a FIS cal! for a 
truce. perhaps eventually 
allowing rehabilitation of the 
party under another name. 

FIS representatives in 
Europe also point out that the 
'release of Madani may be part 
of a conciliatory pattern, evi¬ 
denced by President Zeroual's 
removal this week of the hard¬ 
line head of the national 
gendarmerie. 

FIS leaders remain sceptical 
Madani can call for a truce 
without first securing the 
release of Belhaj. There are 
also doubts that Madani alone 
can make any significant con¬ 
tribution to ending the 
violence. 

Much of the violence 
against civilians is blamed on 
the so-called armed Islamic 
groups (GlA). which do not 
appear to respond to a specific 
political leadership. The FIS 
'has denounced such attacks 
and distanced itself from the 
GIA. 

Last month's parliamentary 
elections, the first since the 
aborted 1992 vote, took place 
in relative calm. Although 
marred by alleged fraud, low 
turnout and massive security 
measures, it produced Alge¬ 
ria's first multi-party parlia¬ 
ment with a nonviolent Isla¬ 
mist party second in the 
voting. ■ 
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Brotherhood^ 
decision ; 3 
reshuffles-^ 
political cards 


Con tinned frorapagti •, 
Lower House, -but tbat • 
ure later tbopped .^).?-; 
after two ;, ; deptafies'.; 

resigned ■- 1 theit ---,’lj^^: 
membership., - 
The •: Islamist? goideir? 
era: was after ihe :1$8SL 
elections, which was k&f; 
under a rautti-vore-c? 'Rk- 
systexn. The. Briktee- , 
hood's : representatives : 
gained 22 seats and about 
15 s percent of the xtifaT 
votes. In b oth e tectTom- 
islamist candidates^-toct 
the highest. riupibor^df : ; 
votes. - 

Mr Thuneibat said, df: 7 
elections were 
out the participation of the • 
Muslim Brotherhood i’airf.. 
other opposition parries' 
“the government wrll -end 
up electing itself, andjtfie^ 
coming parliament«• .wiB-; 
have no credibility xy' 
legitimacy." . 

Mr Thuneibat is coasktv .i 
ered the godfather oTthfr- 
Islamic movement, ;."and..' 
serves as an internwaSaryV 
between the modenaeS- 
and the hardliners. He is 
said to have supported'th£ 
i dea of Islamist participa^ ; 
tion in the parKamenttiy y 
elections. ... vs 

He warned against; 7 
applying pressure ..-..or,, 
threats against the lslamic - 

movemem and added titaL 
in case of any pressareahes.- 
reaction will be negative. :f :i 
On the other handvThe^ 
lAFs Shura Council 7 will , 
hold its meeting on Sdhrr- 1 
day to discuss .the issue;;:, 
However,- Dr' Mohamad 
Oweidha. secretary of the 
IAF stressed that -die'; 
IAF's decision wilt most 1 : 
likely be in favor of boy¬ 
cotting the elections since 
‘70 percent df thc lAFSf 
members are also mem 1 . 
bers of the Muslim 
Brotherhood." ■ - : 

Three opposition parties’: 
have already reacted-to the.. 
Muslim BrotherhoodxfeCt-v 
sion. The leftist. People's ' 
Democratic Party (Hashd).:' 
and two pan-Arabists, jhe ; 
National Action Front said 
the Jordanian Constitii-' 
tional Pany.. . V 

Hashd whose third gen- r : 
eral conference, last June,-, 
decided to participate in'* 
the parliamentary : eh..\: 
tions together with Hit : 
other forces: reversed its ; 
stand and adopted the'- 
Muslim Brotherhood's 
decision. . 

"The Muslim Brother¬ 
hood's decision came in. 
response ro rhe will of a 
wide popular ' sector,"; 
Salim A1 Nahas, general 
secretary of Hashd. r sndt 
The party's third confer?: ^ 

ence decided to participate 
in the elections on the.coii- 
cJition that "national con- - 
sensus" and the conditions 
for an honest and,dean, 
democratic elections, 
existed. "But government _ 
practices do- not comply.- 
with the interests pf the/ 
country and the people." . 
i Nahas said. ... 

Dr Mohammad - AK 
Majali, secretory general 
of A1 Ansar Party, mem-- 
ber of the opposition atii-v-' 
ance, said that his party., 
".supports the boyceft^eci-vj 
sion. as the reasons behind 
it are logical." A1 MajaJt 
added that AJ Ansar party 
took a decision, to boycott , 
the elections two months 
ago. 

Next week, the rest.of 
the opposition parties will - 
also announce- their final;: . 
dedsion. However observ¬ 
ers argue that it is . an. 
uneasy process for the J lr- 
party opposition, camp to . 
reverse - their decision- ft>- 
participate. . ■ - ■ 

Some opposition figure^ 
will contest the elections;. .. 
if not under their party BsU 
then individually. 

However* the iJordan.-; ; 

Communist Party and the- 
Jordan Arab - 
Socialist. Party./;_arei. 

■ expected to contest, iti* _ 
elections, a step which - 
will -weaken-.'.; 1 ' 
opposition. : 

The 12 Professional 
Associations (PA) 'are- 
debating their next /move 1 
and are expected. to njovc .' . 
towards a decision to fwjf 
cott the elections.»Bui‘.A- . 
unanimous decision ;,wQl 
not be easy. — - . 

In a meeting^ early mis 
week, the Council, of PA. 
Presidents, attended-" . 
only six presTdems^oniv • 
lially adopted a..suggestion ., 
presented by Mr Hu&sem^ 
MjallL president -_pf; 
Lawyers Associariom calJ' -- 
ing on die : • 

associations toboycotttbe 
elections. 

Mjaiii is' backed 7 by;d*f - 
some of the associations 
presidents.. like tiSe.pec- /; 
tors. Engjnecrs.AgHculW;.. 
ral Engineers antTpentfstS:-;; 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan AlAsmar 


Parlies, parties everywhere 

'!?^ Ca]ly ’ ITO*' from now mi Ihc next parliamentary 
elections, we should continue ululating, non stop. There win 

always be something going on. This week, for instance, wc 
jwve the birth of a new political party. Everybody is 
h . imself -fr 0 ™ the Minister of Interior, Nathir 

t T ldr ^. ,n the which is given the 
rame of the Nationalist Democratic Popular Movement. Mr 

"28S We ho f^ Ae P 31 ^ great success in its 

service to the nation, to democracy and pluralism A nice 

■■gKywT ri - dded n At whaI is » “ indfiS 
reference to the Christian Democratic Party, Rashid assured 

his ministry will not delay giving a license to any party if 
they complete their application procedures. He farther 
stress«i that the Ministry or Interior encourages democracy 

'Si-SUd?"' n ° w 19 P° !itical Parties in the 

: r gd ? e of the members of the party are breakaways 
from Al Jamaheer. People’s Democratic Party (Hashd). 
National Action Front, and independents. However, the 
self-congratulauon could be short-lived. The party has just 
said that it will not stand for coming elections. People are 
saying this ts a puzzle; why on earth then would they want to 
form a new party—to stand on the sidelines! 

Press law under attack 

■ Jt seems that the Temporary Press and Publications Law is 
not off the hook yer although it is fait accompli Six 
weeklies— Al Majd. Al BiUtd. Al Sabeel. Al Haddarh, Al 
Mithaq . and Sawi Al Mara' arc taking their case to the High 
Grart of Justice. They are contesting the constitutionality of 
the press law. Lawyers for the weeklies that include Najeeb 
Al Rashdan, Hussein MjaIJi and Hani Al Dahieh are saying, 
that the law violates article 15 of the Constitution and 
infringes of citizens’ rights, free expression and free opinion. 

Poverty on the increase 

■ Minister of Social Development Mohammad Kheir 
Mamsar said that 21 percent of the population of this country 
live below the poverty line. He pointed out that this 
represents between BOO to 900 thousand people or between 
140.000 to 150.000 families. He said that families which 
don’t receive more than JD 120 per month are considered to 
live below the poverty line, while those atlhe JD 90 monthly 
level live below the absolute poverty line. TTie minister was 
speaking at a seminar on government policies for the 
treatment of the poverty in Jordan that was organized by the 
students council of the University of Jordan. 

Car accidents and high cost 

V Car road accidents arc causing the state a massive bundle. 
A report showed that the treasury had to cough up JD 100 
million because of the enormous accidents that occurred on 
the Kingdom’s roads in 1996. The report caught the interest 
of Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor. It pointed 
out that if the recommendations are taken into account, the 
number of car accidents could be cut by 50 percent. The 
study that was drawn up by Dr Nidal Qatamin pointed out 
that the number of car deaths in Jordan was 15 for every 
thousand, whereas in developed countries it is 0.2 percent to 
0.5 percent per 1000. In third world countries it was between 
0.2 percent and 20 percent per 1000. 

Social attitudes: V 

■ A latest survey has pointed oat that 40 percent of people 
over the age of 20 have never voted in any elections, whether 
on the local or national leveL This is the preliminary results 
of a survey on living conditions in Jordan that is to be 
published in August. One of the writers of the report, 03g 
TeLstein, a Norwegian who gave a paper on women in Jordan 
at the seminar on women and political participation organized 
by the Al Urdun Al Jadid Research Center. He came out with 
disturbing figures pointing out that 52 percent of men 
between the ages of 15 and 35 said that women should not 
have leading positions in society such as ministers, deputies 
or business. The percentage decreased to 37 percent between 
the 35 to 49 and the over 50 age groups. The younger group 
felt threatened from female competition over jobs it was 
suggested. 

Mangoesfor bangos . 

■ Customs refused to clear 12 refngerated Jordanian 
nminers rarrving Indian mango. About 145 tons have 

SvSa^titeAmman’s Customs Dept., after being tested by 
MfafctS of Health. Reports suggest that tte shipment^ 
nS fit for public consumption because of 
mil .Lmfflt was originally exported from Dubai to Saudi 
ISwC^heX Ioods werere^ to enter the counoy 
vlSediverted to Jordan through the exporter. The 
Si^which^e manned by Jordanian drivers had already 
trtKKS’ _ . was rotten. A source at the 

told their union that c*»g . h : omen , must 


destroyed or aimed back to its original exporter. 



His Majesty King Hussein inspecting military officers at the Al Hussein Air Force College, Tuesday. He graduated 
Royal Air Force cadets and presented them with certificates of appreciation. The King was received by the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Abdel Hafez Mirai Kaabneh, chief of staff of the Royal Air Force and com¬ 
mander of the Al Hussein Air Force College. TRH Prince Hamza and Prince Hasftetn and Prime Minister Abdel Salam 
Al Majati attended the ceremony. Other top government officials also attended. 


Women promise to put up 
a fight in coming elections 


By Marwan Asmar 
Star Staff Writer 

JORDAN IS a country that 
could be on the right track 
regarding equality of the sexes. 
More and more women are 
playing a greater role in public 
life than ever before. 

An increasing majority of 
women are joining the liberal 
professions , from the highest 
echelons of government lo law¬ 
yers. teachers academics, politi¬ 
cians and journalists. 

The present Minister of Plan¬ 
ning, Dr Rima Khalaf. serves as 
a role model. A government 
technocrat who has a doctorate 
in economics from one of the 
American universities, is in her 
third consecutive term in gov¬ 
ernment. She is in charge of the 
IMF/World Bank restructuring 
program. 

fa addition to that, we have 
two experienced women politi¬ 
cians in the Upper House of Par¬ 
liament Laila Sharaf, wife of 
the late Prime Minister Abdel 
Hamid Sharif, has long served 
the community. In addition, 
Naela Al Rashdan. a lawyer by 
profession, is an expert on fam¬ 
ily law. 

In the Lower House, we had 
the election of the first woman 
deputy in the Lower House. 
Toujan Faisal won a seat in the 
1993 elections. She has proved 
a controversial politician who 
challenged the government on 
every single issue in the last few 
years. Some have even unchari¬ 
tably described her as the best 
man politician in the Lower 
House. 

But women have been mak¬ 
ing great strides on the local pol¬ 
itics. Her Royal Highness Prin¬ 
cess Basina must be given due 
credit. It is through her encour¬ 
agement that iman Ftaimat 
became the first head of the 
Wahadneh municipal council in 
Ajloun. 

More and more women 'are 
winning seals on municipal 


councils and Liking their rightful 
place alongside men. More than 
nine women became councillors 
in several districts in the 
Kingdom. 

And so. ihe lull circle has 
turned. Today, more women arc 
running for parliament than ever 
before in the democratic history 
of Jordan. lt‘s no more behind 
the scenes, in fact some sociolo¬ 
gists are arguing that this is the 
begining of a transition from 
’domesticity" to playing the 
"power game of politics.” 

With names cropping up 
every day. four women have 
definitely announced rhat they 
will be running for the next par¬ 
liamentary elections. Potentially 
the most eye catching of them is 
the very inconspicuous up till 
now. Leila Faisal, the sister of 
the famous fiery Lower House 
deputy Toujan Faisal. 

With striking resemblance, 
she just announced that she will 
be running alongside her sister 
Toujan. for the Fifth electoral 
district. Despite the mutierings 
that can be heard in the back¬ 
ground of "God help us.” Leila 
Faisal does not have the same 
temperament as Toujan. She is 
more mellow, although she 
believes in the same ideas and 
policies which Toujan aspires 
to. 

"Despite the fact that l 
believe in the same basic princi¬ 
ples [as my sister], 1 have a dif¬ 
ferent personality, more calmer 
and I am not a photocopy of 
her.” she said. 

She has not been altogether 
out of politics. It appeared late¬ 
ly, that for the last four years 
she was behind the scenes help¬ 
ing her sister to reshape her alti¬ 
tudes and perceptions towards 
particular government policies. 

But Ms Faisal could be stand¬ 
ing against another tough oppo¬ 
nent. Vocal Communist Party 
member Emily Nafah has long 
been awaiting to gei in Parlia¬ 
ment to fight for women’s 
rights. Not strictly on a 


women’s agenda. Naffah is 
standing on a mixed ticket to 
improve the economic jnd 
social conditions of the people. 

A heavy weight in the party. 
Naffah is a long life communist 
who will probably he standing 
for the famous Amman's afflu¬ 
ent and highly urban Third Dis¬ 
trict. Incidentally, this district is 
regarded as Toujan's home 
territory. 

As against this, is the weekly 
columnist Aysha Al Ra/yjm. 
She’ll be making her debut in 
this year’s elections in what 
appears to be a strictly feminist 
agenda. She says that "we have 
tried the males and their false 
promises and their going back 
on their political programs.’’ 

AI Ruzzam. who fought in 
the firs! J989 parliamentary 
elections says that "now we are 
. in- need for a woman who has 
scruples and feelings for the 
problems, and a woman that 
will neither bend nor lie." 

' These are strong words 


indeed, but AI Razzam is deter¬ 
mined to fight in Amman’s 
First District, that is tradition¬ 
ally seen as the hardest, being 
dominated by Islamists and 
traditionalists. 

The last candidate is Hiyam 
KalimuL of the National Com¬ 
mittee for Women's Affaire. 
She says that “we have to fight 
the next parliamentary elections 
with courage, despite the final 
outcome." 

All candidates poirn out that 
they have the support of their 
families, their clan and the 
women sector in this country. 
They are sure to make a great 
impact in the distribution of par¬ 
liamentary seats at the next 
elections. 

However political experts 
argue that this is all very well. 
What they are required to do 
from now on. is lo widen their 
support base, because what they 
will be fighting is u part of a 
national campaign. ■ 
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Verdict on Dakamseh 
expected Saturday 

AMMAN (Star)—Sympathizers with Cpl. Ahmad Al Dakam¬ 
seh feel satisfied about the fate of the Jordanian soldier who 
before the extraordinary session of last Sunday was facing the 
death sentence. The last hearing sent a signal that the sen¬ 
tence might be reduced. Ai Dakamseh is standing trial in 
from of a military court for the alleged killing of seven Israeli 
girls in Baqoura area, in March. 

On Sunday's session, the Military tribunal summoned two 
psychiatrists witnesses to put and end to the controversy of 
testimonies regarding the psychological state of the defendant 
from witnesses for the prosecution and the defence. Two psy- i 
chiatrists recommended that the defendant should not be- con¬ 
victed of premeditated murder. 

The two expert witnesses, stressed that an assailant who 1 
suffers from an anti-social personal disorder is totally consid¬ 
ered as guilty of a lesser sentence. 

Taking the British law in that regard. Dr Awni Sa'd said 
that "A murder committed by a person who suffers from an 
anti-social personal disorder is not considered as premedi¬ 
tated.” he added that "in case of murder, if declared guilty, he 
is sent to a hospital instead of prison, if the court decides 
that” 

On Saturday. Lawyer Hussein Mjalli. defending Al 
Dakamseh. requested the Five-man military tribunal to miti¬ 
gate the sentence. 

In the longest presentation in the history of the Jordanian 
legal system. Mjalli refuted evidence presented by the mili¬ 
tary prosecutor lost week and asked the court to consider it as 
invalid. 

Mr Mjalli stressed that the defendant is suffering from 
"mental disorder" and Al Dakamseh is not responsible for 
the events in Baqoura due to a mental illness. 

"The elements of which a premeditated crime is composed 
does not exist." maintained Mr Mjalli in his 220-page 
presentation. 

Previous reports regarding corporal Dakamesh’s mental 
state indicate that he suffers from a personal disorder which 
incapacitates his ability. 

However. Dr Sa’d told the court that psychological manu¬ 
als. like for example the classification of the World Health 
Organization UCD-IO) describe such cases evidenced by 
Dakamseh as “psychological impairments but are not consid¬ 
ered as mental sickness.” 

"Those who are affected by this disorder understand [that 
they have committed a certain] act and are able to differen¬ 
tiate between right and wrong, but fail to realize the impact of 
their deeds." he added. “A person [who] suffers from a per¬ 
sonal disorder "lends to be aggressive.” 

According to Dr Sa’d if a person suffering from an anti¬ 
social personal disorder is provoked, he tends to react in a 
compulsive manner and does not stop to consider the impact 
of his actions on those around him.” 

Dr Nizam Abu Hijleh, a Professor of Psychology at the 
University of Jordan confirmed Dr Sa’d’s testimony. 

"An anti-social disorder generally begins at a very young 
age and continues forever, while 40 percent of these cases 
could be reduced at the age of 35." 

Dr Abu Hijleh explains that different mental health manu¬ 
als define a person who suffers from this disorder and com¬ 
mits murder, as "not folly responsible for his act.” He added, 
however these manuals are not conclusive: A person is guilty 
but has no responsibility over his acts. “Which means that the 
judge has the jurisdiction to rule as to whether to incarcerate 
him or recommend suitable treatment,” Dr Abu Hijleh said. 
"English (psychiatrists! would describe this case as a failure 
of will as a person is unable to control his acts.” 

Following the court session, the defence committee 
expressed satisfaction over Sunday’s court hearings. 

According to several lawyers, the court called on its wit¬ 
nesses because of doubts that occurred during the trial, which 
will serve in favor of Dakamseh and might even possibly 
commute the death penalty. 

The verdict is expecied to be announced this Saturday as 
slated bv presiding iudee BrieadierMa'moun Khasawneh. ■ 
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Caricaturist refutes 
anti-Semitism accusations 
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We've come a long way since July 11.1977 when we lira flew between 
Amman and New'Yoric. Tweniy yeare. we think, calk foranafl-cut 
treat for you. So during the month of July, well be raffling free roundtrip 
tickets on every flight on this route for a tool of200 winnas. Fly Royal 
Jordanian to New York and celebrate ouranraversaty with us. 
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Keeping the Islamists within 

THERE IS no doubt that the decision last week by the Muslim Brotherhood to boycott 
the November parliamentary elections constitutes a set-back to the political process in 
general and to the government of Dr Majali in particular. The crisis resulting from this 
decision is expected to widen if opposition parties follow suit and decide to distance 
themselves from the coming elections. 

The decision, which has been in the works for some weeks coming in the wake of 
recent controversial policies and moves by this government, appears to have taken 
ev?rybody by surprise. The Islamists have proven to be an important landmark in the 
Jordanian political map and their abstention in protest leaves a vacuum that is hard to 
fill. 

Their decision has heated up the political debate in the country. There are voices 
that claim that they have no right to walk away and that their decision reflects inner 
divisions. These voices have called on the government to take extreme reactionary 
measures. Others believe the Islamists could not have played along anymore and that 
their option to stay away from the elections is both legitimate and justified. 

In any case, the government should not make hasty decisions. Dr Majali has called 
for dialogue and we believe his call should be heeded. Regardless of the outcome of 
this dialogue, the government should consider options to control rather than widen the 
crisis. 

The Islamists decision to boycott the elections is as historic os the initial decision by 
the political order in the country to allow them to function politically in the first place. 
At a time when Islamist forces were being chased out of the political arena in Egypt 
and Algeria, Jordan set on example to the world, back in 1989, when it allowed its 
own Islamists to run for Parliament and later form their own political party. 

That proved to be a wise decision indeed. At a time when almost all Middle Eastern 
regimes were engaged in militant conflicts with their own Islamist forces, here in Jor¬ 
dan, the Islamists were joining the Badran government in 1991. That experience was 
short lived. But the political order had succeeded in rounding up the Islamist forces 
not in jails but in cabinets and under the dome. 

The fruit of this policy was the historic passing by the Jordanian parliament, with 
the Islamists making up its largest single bloc, of the peace treaty with Israel. 

It is with this in mind that we see dialogue and compromise between the Islamists 
and the government as rhe only natural'extension of the policies of the past. This is 
particularly important at this stage when Jordan is facing external and internal chal¬ 
lenges represented by a stalemated peace process, a struggling economy and what is 
seen by the public as a retreat from certain democratic gains. 

Jordan’s policy of incorporating the Islamists into political power-sharing has paid 
up. It should not be abandoned now regardless of the pressures that our political sys¬ 
tem may be witnessing now. The real task now is to address the grievances submitted 
by the Islamists, not to ignore them. Open and honest dialogue is a good way to start. ■ 


China , a challenge to US role 
as arms merchant to Kuwait 


By John Lancaster 

KUWAIT CITY—After US-led forces drove Ira¬ 
qi troops frona Kuwait in 1991, Kuwait and other 
Gulf allies spent billions of dollars on American 
arms. But US arms merchants no longer can lake 
their wealthy customers for granted: Kuwait is 
considering buying long-range howitzers from 
China. 

Kuwait’s potential purchase of 72 Chinese- 
made self-propelled howitzers instead of the su¬ 
perior American, British and South African ver¬ 
sions has raised eyebrows among US defense 
contractors and prompted a personal appeal to 
Kuwaiti leaders from Vice President AJ Gore. 

Kuwaiti officials assert publicly that they have 
not made a final decision and will do so only after 
each model has been thoroughly evaluated on the 
basis of cost and performance. In private, howev¬ 
er, they say they might buy the Chinese guns for 
reasons that have nothing to do with range, price 
or accuracy and everything to do with politics. 
Eager to gain a foothold in one of the world's 
richest arms markets, China has hinted it will 


withhold support at the UN for extending trade 
sanctions against Iraq if Kuwait does not agree to 
the estimated $300 million purchase, according to 
Western diplomatic sources and a senior Kuwaiti 
official China is one of five permanent members 
of the UN Security Council which next votes op 
renewal of sanctions in October. 

“Sometimes you get to a state when you feel 
you're being blackmailed," the senior Kuwaiti of¬ 
ficial said. “We lean toward the US equipment, 
but we have to find a way to please the Chinese 
and not upset them in the Security Council.'* 

The Gulf War provided the US, the world's 
largest arms exporter, with a competitive edge. 
Arab nations in the US-led coalition that drove 
Iraqi invasion forces from Kuwait were im¬ 
pressed by high-tech American weapons and 
grateful for US leadership. US officials also have 
been successful in persuading gulf allies to buy 
weapons compatible with those that would be 
used by American troops if it became necessary 
to defend them against another foe Ji 
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The alluding debate of 
new Christian party 


By Ghaitb Al Omari 

MAYBE THERE is some great subtlety 
In the discussion about the proposed 
Christian Arab Democratic Party 
(CADP) that is alluding me. But some¬ 
how I cannot help but feel a sense of hy¬ 
pocrisy in the whole debate. It seems to 
me that ali the criticisms levelled against 
the party would perfectly apply to any 
religiously-based parties in Jordan and 
elsewhere, including the Islamic Action 
Front (IAR. 

It is obvious that any religiously de¬ 
fined political party is detrimental to a 
truly democratic process whose parame¬ 
ters ought to be defined on the basis of 
citizenship rather than religion. Howev¬ 
er, having opted for a system where re¬ 
ligion is allowed an explicit role in the 
political life, it would be totally unac¬ 
ceptable. some would say discriminato¬ 
ry. to grant a license to a political party 
claiming affiliation to one religion while 
denying it to one affiliated with another. 
At least the CDAP is actively recruiting 
members of the other religion. 

In his article on'the subject. Marwan 
Asmar deems the CADP unnecessary 
since “there is no ethnic {shouldn't that 
be ‘religious'?] strife [in Jordan]." The 
Star, 10 July. This is preposterous on 
many levels. To start with, there is no 
need for strife to create a political party. 
Political parties are there to forward in¬ 
terests of their constituencies. That such 


interests are characterized by strife and 
oven struggle is a discarded over¬ 
simplification of Marxist ideas formulat¬ 
ed in a different context. 

The modern party-political process 
could be viewed as complementary 
spheres of action with a degree of ten¬ 
sion rather than a zero sum game. Then, 
it is a blatant misrepresentation of truth 
to imply that there are no religious or 
ethnic tensions in Jordan. While, unlike 
Lebanon for example, religion is not a 
basis for political confrontation, it could 
be a defining line of mobilization for 
other purposes (just as ethnicity was the 
defining line for violent mobilization in 
Jabal Al Tajj riots tJordan Week, same 
issue). 

Religion is a strong identity, as any¬ 
one who is willing to listen to both sides 
will find out. Of course such tension 
does not usually make its way to the 
public debate, but this is more a function 
of censorship (including self censorship 
based on projected consequences of 
voicing one's opinion) than perfect har¬ 
mony. 

In the same article, some opposition to 
' the party by 1AF. Dua'a. and traditional 
Christian leadership was cited. It is only 
natural, and part of the political process, 
that such parties should oppose CDAP. 
After all, the latter is a new contestant 
for power in a fairly limited political 
space. 

What is not acceptable are the terms in 
which this opposition is formulated. 


Dua’a cites the ‘security’ of the 

as a ground For banning CADP. On " 

no, help but recall the ugly 

human rights violation under the martial 

11 De!S- 0d Abu Fans, of thelAF. doles 
out accusations of heresy. Such * 
ments could arguable qualify as. 
rneni to religiously based ^oierice 
•Church leaders' call for the govermneot 
to ban the party. Instead of confronting n 
on a level playing field, they are seeking 

to exclude in the first P* 34 ** ... 

Most probably the CADP will follow 
most of the other Jordanian parties into 
obscurity and ineffectiveness. This is not 
the point. The point is that all views, the 
more deplorable the better, should be 
voiced and allowed to fail or succeed 
naturally. _ _ 

In the unlikely event of the CADP suc¬ 
ceeding, then this would be an indication 
that it filled a political gap that has hith¬ 
erto escaped rational analysis. Such un¬ 
likely event would require us to rethink 
our analysis to fit reality, not try to sup¬ 
press reality to fit our analysis. 

Suppression of different opinions and 
identities does not make them go away, 
it would only cause them to grow more 
extreme. ■ 

The author is a researcher at Wolf- 
son College, University of Oxford, 

ghaith.alomari@queen-etizabeth- 

house.oxford.ac.uk 


Living and dying by the sword 

One of the most important questionsfacing the contemporary 
world is the conflict between parts of Islam and the west (using 
these expressions to denote cultures rather than places, and as 
conveniences which ought not to mask their internal diversities) 


By A.C. Grayling 

IGNORANCE MIGHT some¬ 
times be bliss, but it is more of¬ 
ten a danger. If a statesman, 
for example, has to deal with 
grave international tensions, 
but does not fully understand 
the aims and values of the op¬ 
posing parties, he risks fatal 
misjudgments. In such a case 
his first step should be to curl 
up with a good history book, 
for history is the geography of 
time, in which one traces the' 
different routes travelled from 
past to present by the world's 
peoples. One learns, as the col¬ 
loquialism aptly has it "where 
they are coming from." 

One of the most important 
questions facing the contem¬ 
porary world is the conflict be¬ 
tween parts of Islam and rhe 
west (using these expressions 
to denote cultures rather than 
places, and as conveniences 
which ought not to mask their 
internal diversities). 

It is so vexed a problem that 
as always happens with such 
it has collapsed into caricature: 
Islamic fundamentalists threat¬ 
en “jihad" against the “Great 
Satan," and the west, in return, 
sees only murderous fanatics, 
ready to blow themselves up 
along with jet loads of innocent 
victims. 

■ Into this mistrustful breach 
has stepped a distinguished 
journalist and historian who 
has written much, and with 
great eloquence and insight 
about the history of Christiani¬ 
ty and his other expertise the 
Arab world. In his important 
new book. Insights into the 
History of Christianity and Is¬ 
lam, Peter Partner explores the 
sources of contemporary mis¬ 
perceptions between Islam and 
the west, by helping us to un¬ 
derstand the conceptions of 
“holy war*' in both traditions. 
Islam was spread by the sword 
from its earliest days; Chris- 
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tian crusaders bar¬ 
barians in compari¬ 
son to the refined Is¬ 
lamic civilisation 
they invaded sought 
to "recover" the 
Holy Land by butch¬ 
ery. The social and 
political antecedents 
of present dilemmas 
tie in those events, 
and Partner seeks to 
clarify them. 

Middle-eastern 
• deities were never 
pacifists; all wars 
were once holy in 
the sense that gods 
of battle led them. 

Yahweh was the 
"lord of armies," and 
the late Jewish sects 
of Maccabees and 
Zealots resisted then- 
foreign oppressors in his 
name. 

The concepts of a “party of 
God” and of “scrupling in His 
way" were as important to 
them as. under the respective 
labels “Hizbullah" and “jihad", 
they were for the followers of 
Prophet Mohammed half a mil¬ 
lennium later. 

Bui the doctrine of jihad is 
chiefly rooted. Partner argues, 
in the Islamic empire's second 
century, when the caliphs began 
preying on the Roman empire's 
weakened remains in Europe. 
The most successful of Islam's 
crusades secured Spain for Al¬ 
lah; elsewhere, right into mod¬ 
em times, its borders leaned 
against Vienna's gales. 

One of Christianity’s early 
footholds was Constantine's 
vision of the cross in AD312 
that led him to place it on his 
battle banners. But until the 
11th century its ethos was, 
Parmer shows, more pacific 
than military. Matters changed 
under the influence of the bel¬ 
ligerent Pope Gregory VII. 
whose idea of the “Christian 
knight" influenced perceptions 



of the four centuries” old con¬ 
flicts along the margins be¬ 
tween Christians and Muslims. 
But the decisive moment oc¬ 
curred on November 27 1095, 
when Urban D called for a ji¬ 
had. 

There followed centuries of 
mighty conflict between the 
two warlike religions, whose 
votaries saw bank as “a heroic 
enterprise of salvation." Even 
when Christianity resumed a 
more pacific tone in the Refor¬ 
mation, the conflict continued 
in other guises. 

Partner dexterously traces 
these developments, conclud¬ 
ing with an account of today's 
thinking in Islam which is re¬ 
quired reading for anyone 
wishing to think more clearly 
about what Islam, and its fun¬ 
damentalists, mean for the 
contemporary world. 

His analysis is especially in¬ 
teresting on the coincidence of 
religious passion and national¬ 
ist sentiment, suggesting that 
for a salient example in 
present-day Palestine. Islamic 
fundamentalism is far from the 
only danger. 


Partner troublingly remarks 
that because Islamic holy war 
is now waged by “irregulars" it 
recognises no constraints. 
And, indeed, its utter inhuman¬ 
ity (think of Algiers) is such 
that bis otherwise illuminating 
account leaves a residue of 
concern: that only pathology 
can offer an explanation for 
such behaviour. 

This prompts a question. 
Partner argues that the idea of 
holy war is not peculiar to Is¬ 
lam, and that in its later Chris¬ 
tian disguises it influenced co¬ 
lonialism and much besides. 
But whereas Christian sanc¬ 
tioning of violence must al¬ 
ways be hypocritical, for its 
message is indisputably pacif¬ 
ic, the stubborn fact about Is¬ 
lam is that its history and theo¬ 
ry both honour the argument of 
the sword. Is it wrong to see 
this as justifying western un¬ 
ease while tension and misun¬ 
derstanding persists? 

If anything can help to re¬ 
duce that misunderstanding, 
however. Partner’s book will 
be pan of it. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 
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Sports and: 
politics X 


(News Item: A deranged Israeli woman who hung defamatory posters on the watts of Hebron, depicting the prophet 
Mohammed as a pig, was denounced universally by Jews, Muslims and Gentiles. She was arrested by Israeli autha 


authorities.) 


SPORTS AND pohhqLW' 
ways mix welL Itis notpqg]* 
multinationals that a rea&te f 
rupting influence o n sppgg to 
but also" political 1 bqypb|E^‘ 
During the civil rights 
the US. black atfitees.^^ 

world conipetitions,, 
clinch-fisted black gk$ss% 
salute black power. .. . 

The Americans ..ttoycotfed 
the Moscow Olympcsise^e 
pmtest against the Soviet in¬ 
vasion of Afghani^UL-^fc. 
er allies followed stiiL ;W 
Soviets and tbeir, slfifis. 
aim b oycoted the US Olya^II 
pics. ' jf/ • 

Today, it is Lebanon that-* 
would not let the Iraqi 
letes inside the countrjrfiD^ 
amend the Arab games. y. v 

fn a display of toiper?*r 
fives, but this time nothing^ 
to do with Syria, for it&cflk • 
the transport oF .T&ft- 
Iraq athletes. Beirut stratxfc'? 
ed those athletes at the bc?-v 
der. 

This move*, and the Of5-~ 
rial silence, is made ‘so a& . 
not to upset Kuwait, which _= 
said that they would notpan-. 
tiripate in any game thatrifK ~ 
eludes an Iraqi team. Btitlfoc; 
Lebanon, the issuer is unpetof 
lated to sports. ; v %'‘ f 
The thaw of relations^*-. 
tween Iraq and Syria, cottW;: 
not have passed unnoticed, V 
but the problem remainslofr 
who would foot the bffl Jor'-' 
the sports city in BemiCm ’ 
addition to the gsrierot&r 
Saudi donations? 

To be honest Beirut cart 
do without the. Iraqi'partial 
potion, it could do-even',, 
without the games so long 
as the construction of the ’• 
sports city can be financed ; 
by someone. As for ihe-. ! 
sports value of the Iraq atft- 
letes (one cannot count on £ 
the financial value). per--r. 
haps the international com-y. 
munity can cluster them in s'.: ? 
group of obscure nations so y 
long as they continue to bej 
ignored by those countries* 
who have Arabic os their!* 
first language. ' r 

Even the simplest coin-} 
mon .denominators w hi chi 
were in existence, havedis-?' 
appeared. It is no secret. nei—,• 
ther a revelation to say .that £ 
at the height of enmity and? 
ideological struggle be¬ 
tween Iraq and Syria, both^ 
countries' teams have com- .: 
peted against each other on' 
many occasions. During the 
heights of the Iran-Iraq con-; 
flict, football was a means 
of communication that con- ; 
tinued to keep the angle of.; 
communications open..' .. •* 
One is not asking for an ' 
Arab summit, nor owning;., 
the stars, but humbly : «x-\ 
peers a veneer of bloodbe -: . 
ing thicker than water. Qpr*. 
Lebanese brothers have tak- v. 
en che vanguard against nor-^ " 
maHsation with Israel, il is'.. ' 
absolutely their own politic', 
cal decision, but we 
never heard them resisting-' 
normalisation with Iraq.- - 
One does not defend Iqaqriv 
nor attacks Lebanon,. 
seems that our brothers in 
Beirut have added a new et-v• 
mension to the Arab enigr 
mu. and managed to jadse? ‘ 
more questions than s «hj 7 . : . 
swers. The politicians !df., 
Beirut are simply displaying^ ' 
political expediency. -/• ; - ; - 
Large projects art under? l 
taken in the country, and at- -, 
trading economic suppprtis 7 r 
crucial. Since there, fcripty:: ; 
much to gain from Iraq, tibe-- 
Lebanese logic tends'; t»v ; 
steer clearly away. : fi^n-. - 
trouble and sacrifice Ira#.' 
participation. One te : -oot*- ■] 
about to launch a rnoratisi 
argument, but wishes'fief" 
make a reminder that, si bo- .- 
tier than thou attitude, is pbcj 
a convenience in the shift- J ! j 
ing sands, of the r Ara£' : 
world. and tectunng^ori’bciw r : 
to be more Arabs than each ! 
other does not pay fbr-spqit'-; j 
cities. v* ■; 

It is our mosttoatpqefeT j 
hope that we, Araik ■ 

ers, can revive the mini-Z j 
mum of our solidarity, 'and^ 
start recognising the' 

*at we still compIcoMpt 
each other with our enpito- 
mous economic problems;,:: 
and countless hurcUess of re- 
construction and develop^:; 
ment. We must wake up toto 
the fact that it is our wboJe ' 
being and existence, that, are .! 
under threat, rather than the 1 } 
assumed -wealth 
think we should protect Sy}~ 
saciifidng the whole;' 
never gain ibe part and var J 
ious acts that repels us ftopri 
each other must be 
msed and worked upbnJesb- 
by the end of thiSiCentao^ 
we win only have ciirl^V ] 
guage to remind ns ofLqiri \ 
folkloric contribution to tbc£' 
world civilization. ■' '■ .’ T 
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■ The load and dis¬ 
charge services fees at 
Aqaba were curtailed bv 

:50% on all. cargo 
exported from Aqaba 
port. This applies to Jor- 
aamm and other coun¬ 
tries' containers. 

The reduction, which 
was approved by the cab- 
met. excludes empty con- 
tainers and bulk cargo 
such as phosphate and 
1 potash : and others 
■■exported . on special 
agreement 

This step is targeted at ! 
boosting die size of deliv¬ 
ery from and to Aqaba, I 
encourage export and 
import prices at the har¬ 
bor. attract Arab and 
international shipping 
agencies and make use of 
the new. service tariff 
being effective in the 
port - 

■ As the “grace period,” 
gjven by the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) to 
the banks to adjust their 
financial status by the 
end of this year, 
approaches its end, it is 
apparent that these banks 
are moving on success¬ 
fully to raise their capital 
to JD 20 million. 

Last week, the Jordan 
Bank announced that it 
had increased its capital 
from JD 10.5 million to 
JD 21 million. The Jor¬ 
dan Kuwait Bank has 
also decided to raise its 
capital from JD 10 mil¬ 
lion to JD 20 million. 

■ Hoping to enhance 
trade exchange and eco¬ 
nomic ties, the Jordan- 
Qatar Joint Higher Com¬ 
mittee discussed means 
of carrying out joint ven¬ 
tures in the fields of 
investments, sea and land 
transport and taxation. 

The size of trade 
exchange between Jordan 
and Qatar has topped JD 
24 million last year, com¬ 
pared to JD 15 million in 
1995. 

Jordanian exports to 
Qatar recorded a growth 
of 80% in 1996 com¬ 
pared to 1995. Qatari 
exports to Jordan rose 
last year by 16% com- ; 
pared to 1995 exports: ? 

In their; ■ preparatory 1 
meeting, the two sides ! 
discussed ways of bol¬ 
stering co-operation in 
joint ventures related to 
aviation, electricity, 
energy and other indus¬ 
trial aspects. 

■ The Royal Scientific 
Society and the Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology are organiz¬ 
ing the 5th Jordanian Sci¬ 
entific Week between 13- 
18 September. The week 
is titled “Enhancing the 
Competitive Potential 
(Transparency, quality 
and productivity). These 
are the three key ele¬ 
ments for achieving 
openness in the world- 
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Medpartenariat, opportunity 
to promote local industries 


By nham Sadeq 
Star Staff Writer 

THE OBJECTIVE behind the 
Medp artenariat Jordan is to 
strengthen economic ties 
between the European Union 
and the countries of the Medi¬ 
terranean basin. This im portant 
economic gathering, which is 
characterized by the huge par¬ 
ticipation of Jordanian* and 
European companies, is <reo as 
an excellent opportunity for 
local producers to meet their 
European counterparts and 
exchange views on various eco¬ 
nomic issues. 

At the opening of the Med¬ 
partenariat Secretary General of 
Ministry of Trade and Industry, 
Dr Mohammad A1 Halaiqa told 
The Star, that “the aim of the 
Medpartenariat is to provide a 
forum for continuous meetings 
between Jordanian business¬ 
men, their European counter¬ 
parts and those of the Mediter¬ 
ranean basin.” 

Being directed at the private 
sector, (while the government’s 
role is in the organization of the 
event), A1 Halaiqa is optimistic. 
He says Jordanian businessmen 
are given a golden opportunity 
to discuss projects with their 
visiting counterparts to invest ip 
various sectors in Jordan. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan said, “Regional eco¬ 
nomic development can contrib¬ 
ute to the Middle East process 
of economic rehabilitation. 
starting with the core parties: 
Egypt, the Palestinian territo¬ 
ries, Israel and Jordan, as well 
as Syria and Lebanon in the 
event of their full participation 
in a comprehensive search for 
peace." 

Die philosophy of the Euro- 
partenariat meetings is to estab¬ 
lish a large free trade zone by 
the year 2010. 
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A view of the Medpartenariat exhibition 


Jordan Export Development and 
Commercial Centers (JEDCO). 
Muayad A1 Sammam told The 
Suit that the Medpartenariat 
meets the objectives of Jorda¬ 
nian businessmen to promote 
their products worldwide. More¬ 
over, it is a good opportunity For 
oar local producers to he 
acquainted with outside 
advanced technology and a 
chance to carry out joint ven¬ 
tures with EU counterparts on 
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the private sector Bulgaria 7, Cyprus 1, 

in the process of % 27,l&eece 22; Israel 58, 

mance ,of stmD i'f^^fernumy ZJ^Turkey 22,Morocco 22, 

and medium-size Luxembourg 18, 
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ventures, enhance ' 37} LebajtOTt-i, 
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encourage joint 
ventures, enhance •is^$SaC| 
.means of. trade: 

•.exchange with .the^||52pg2^ 
EU, and • transfer 
knowledge /and 
technology. * 

• Thus, the objectives of the 
‘ activity involve a diversity of 
activity .starting from the free 
movement of goods, services 
and technology and ending in 
the free, movement of labor in 
future, v • 

Participants are showing 
much conceni in investing in 
Jordan and carrying out joint 
ventures with Jordanian part¬ 
ners. This is encouraged by 
new legislations that have been 
introduced lately. 

Prince Hassan said foot Jor¬ 
dan has become the fist coun¬ 
try to completely remove for¬ 
eign exchange controls. 

In addition, the equity 
allowed for foreign investors 
has been raised to as high as 
100 %. 

These latest regulations, 
which were introduced by the 
CBJ, seek to attract foreign and 
Arab investments. 

. Addressing the participants 
in the Medpartenariat. Mr 
Christos Papbutsts, European 
Commission member said “as 
an emerging market, at the con¬ 
fluence of three continents, Jor¬ 
dan offers great economic 
potential" He added that the 
Medpartenariat conference in 
Jordan wfl) produce a further 
stimulus to foe development of 
the private sector. 

Minister of Trade and Indus¬ 
try. Dr Hani A1 MuDd said that 
Jordan’s economy is undergo¬ 
ing a successful reform program 
at both foe macro and sectoral 

levels. _ 

Manager of foe Exports 
Development Department in foe 


research and development. 

Jordanian producers have to 
cope with international stan¬ 
dards for high quality and face 
foe challenges towards a free 
market economy and establish¬ 
ing a free trade zone. Boosting 
productivity -and enhancing 
competitiveness should be foe 
strategy of Jordanian industrial 
concerns so as to follow up on 
the race and prepare a sound 
base especially ai a time when 
Jordan is becoming a member in 
the WTO. 

Encouraged by foe specific 


relationship between Jordan and 
the Palestine National Author¬ 
ity.* about 37 Palestinian compa¬ 
nies are taking part in the Med¬ 
partenariat conference.’- These 
are hoping to find out new 
opportunities for trade exchange 
between the two sides. 

"As our economy is linked to 
the Jordanian one since many 
years, we have come to Jordan 
hoping to create partnership 
trade agreements with Jordanian 
. businessmen in 
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exchange of 
goods between the two sides." 
However. Ms Hidaya stresses 
that as long as the crossing 
points remain under foe control 
of Israel and its customs system, 
it will continue to block the way 
for foe movement of cargo from 
Jordan to Palestine and vice-a- 
versa. 

“Right now it is up to Israel 
to either let foe cargo enter the 
Palestinian territories or not." 
She added that such a procedure 
which is aimed to make sure 
foal these goods meet the 
required standards and specifi¬ 


cations. quite frequently has a 
detrimental effect. “Sometimes, 
the cargo takes a long time at 
the bolder awaiting inspection 
repons, and if they are perisha¬ 
ble goods then they quite fre¬ 
quently expire before they reach 
foe final destination. 

This means Palestinian 
importers resorted to desperate 
measures. “So. now some have 
Israeli commercial agents, who 
naturally take their own com¬ 
mission. to either import or 
export Palestinian products." 

This situation will continue 
unless political stability pre¬ 
vails. and until that lime comes, 
some Palestinian investors will 
think of taking their capital out 
of their homeland and employ it 
elsewhere. Hidaya said. 

Hujj Lamzibri. a national 
councillor from Morocco, told 
The Star that "foe Medpartenar- 
r iat conference in Jordan is an 
u excellent opportunity to make 
direct contacts between Moroc¬ 
can businessmen and Jordanian 
counterparts, and bolster eco¬ 
nomic ties between the broth¬ 
erly countries." 

A Medpartenariat was held in 
Morocco, and Lamzibri found it ■ 
a good initiative and described 
it as a step on foe right track. He 
also stressed that direct contacts 
among private sectors in foe 
region are necessary and 
productive. 

Mr Lamzibri said that we 
must focus on reviving the idea 
of a common Arab market, in 
order to create a state of balance 
between us and the European 
countries and he strong enough 


to face global challenges. 

There are two participating 
Moroccan companies in foe con¬ 
ference. specialized in textiles 
and chemicals. Mr Lamzibri 
said that foe participation could 
be greater, but he attributed the 
absence of some companies to 
the elections of the Chamber of 
Industry in Morocco. 

Liliana Deac, a national coun¬ 
cillor in Romania is very happy 
to participate in foe venue and 
told The Star that Romanian 
companies have already started 
business contacts with Jordanian 
companies even' before the 
opening of the Medpartenariat. 
She also hopes that Jordanian 
companies will take part in pro-' 
jeas to be executed in Romania. 

There are six Romanian com¬ 
panies taking pan. mostly spe-. 
cialized in glassware industry. 
electrical equipment, petroleum 
installations and readymade 
garments. 

Ms Liliana hopes that the 
efficiency of contacts will also 
recommend this conference as 
one of foe most successful 
events under the umbrella of the 
EU commission. 

She praised foe economic 
development in Jordan in the 
light of foe encouraging invest¬ 
ment climate and political bal¬ 
ance in foe country. 

Romania has traditional com¬ 
mercial ties with Jordan. Roma¬ 
nian companies helped in build¬ 
ing foe Aqaba port in addition to 
joint co-operation in other con¬ 
struction projects. Romania 
imports phosphate from Jordan. 


Boycott points to decrease in 
Mideast ‘peace dividend’ 


By John Daxuszewsld 

CAIRO—One of the Few flick¬ 
ering lights of Arab-lsraeli 
cooperation is in danger of 
being extinguished this year— 
the Middle East and North 
Africa economic summits, 
launched with great fanfare in 
1994 as the symbol of a “new 
Middle East” 

An announcement last month 
by Saudi Crown Prince Abdul¬ 
lah that his country intends to 
.boycott this year’s meeting in 
Qatar is widely seen as a signal 
to members of foe Arabian Gulf 
oil club that they should not 


attend. Syria also is a strong 
proponent of a boycott, while 
Egypt is keeping its options 
open. 

At the summits, sponsored by 
the United States and Russia, 
foe Middle East counties have 
sought to find areas of coopera¬ 
tion to increase prosperity for 
all—the “peace dividend* of 
Israel's improved relations with 
its Arab neighbors. 

But the impasse that has 
struck foe Mideast peace pro¬ 
cess is casting a chill over steps 
by Arab countries to normalize 
relations. 

Begun in Casablanca. 
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Morocco, and followed by ses¬ 
sions in Amman, in 1995. and 
Cairo in 199o. foe summits have 
been pan trade fair and part gov¬ 
ernment forum. 

The remarkable sight of Arab 
princes hobnobbing with Israeli 
businessmen in yarmulkes 
raised hopes that half a century 
of enmity was coming to an 
end. 

Ambitious energy projects, 
water conservation proposals 
and tourist marketing plans 
were discussed at foe first meet¬ 
ings. But few of these plans 
have been put into action. Now 
Arab commentators argue that 
another summit would serve no 
real purpose. 

The tiny, wealthy Gulf state 
of Qatar, encouraged by the 
United States, so far is insisting 
foal the meeting in its capital. 
Doha, will go on in_Novcmber 
as planned. 

But Crown Prince Abdullah 
told reporters on a visit to Leba¬ 
non last month that the Saudis 
will send nn one. saying: “We 
told lfoe Qataris) this confer¬ 
ence will harm them, and we 
advised them that wc and most 
Arabs will not attend.'' 

The crown prince, first in line 
to the Saudi throne, also said 
that his country will not be 
swayed by US picas. “We 
informed (foe Americans! of our 
viewpoint.” he said. "How can 
this (summit) happen when 
Jerusalem is being lost and 
swallowed?” 

Most Arab countries are tak¬ 
ing foe Saudi view and do not 
plan to be at the summit. 
Mohammed Zakariya Ismail, 
assistant secretary-general of foe 
Arab League, recently told 
journalists. 

Officially, however, foe Arab 
League says it is still loo early 


to decide, and Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amir Moussa says that 
peace process developments 
between now and November 
will determine Egypt’s stance. 

The debate over the summit 
echoes foe controversy that fol¬ 
lowed lost year’s ejection of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. Alarmed by his 
campaign pledges to oppose a 
Palestinian state, reinforce 
Israel’s claim on all of Jerusa¬ 
lem and expand Jewish settle¬ 
ments in foe West Bonk, a pan- 
Arab summit in June 1996 
issued a statement saying that its 
members' improved relations 
with Israel would depend on fur¬ 
ther progress being made in 
peace negotiations. 

Last year, some Arab coun¬ 
tries urged Egyptian President- 
Hosnt Mubarak to call off the 
economic summit in Cairo. But 
he demurred, saying that such a 
move against Israel was prema¬ 
ture. He ultimately used foe 
summit to showcase Egypt's 
modernizing economy; some 
Arab delegates shunned Israeli 
counterparts. 

The summits were bom of a 
different time, amid hopes 
raised by Arab-lsraeli negotia¬ 
tions in 1991 and the subsequent 
peace accords between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 

Advocates argued that a Mid¬ 
dle East peace could offer a big 
boost to the regional economy. 
If technological, manufacturing 
and managerial skills in Israel 
could be combined with capital, 
resources and markets in the 
Arab world, foe moribund Mid¬ 
dle East could be catapulted into 
the ranks of the world's growth 
regions, proponents said. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 





Israeli companies flourish in Jordan 

THE ISSUE of Israeli investments in Jordan, particularly 
in the north of the country, is seen as natural—alter'all 
there is a peace treaty between Jordan *and Israel. Of. 
course, other economic agreements ■ relating to trade 
exchange and co-operation have been signed between the 
two sides. 

These also call for simplifying the entrance of cargo pro¬ 
cedures to Israel, vice-a-versa, and of reducing customs 
fees. * - • . . . 

But the attempts to normalize ties and encourage joint 
ventures are blocked by the Israeli.hardline policy of ; hin- * 
dering co-operation between Jordan and the Palestinian 
territories. 

Some Jordanian businessmen, hoping to reap foe divi- ■ 
dends of the peace treaty with Israel, have even moved ; 
their capital to the other side and some made joint ventures' 
with the Israelis in this country. By this step, these busi- - 
nessmen invited many Israelis to share rhetY business and J 
run industrial factories in this country. 

The press attache at the' Israeli Embassy In Amman. ' 
Shlomo Touijman, confirmed that there are 15 Israeli fac- ; 
lories operating in Jordan. Some of these are joint ventures • 
between Jordanian and Israeli businessmen. \ 

According to foe same source, ihese factories which are ' 
mostly textiles and dairy products, have a capital between 
JD 10 to JD 20 million, and employ 2000 Jordanian > 
workers. * • 

What is glaring is that those factories bring their raw T 
material from Israel, manufacture in Jordan then take it l 
. readymade via Israel to other European countries. This can . 
be hardly accepted, but what's worse than that is. these ; 
manufactured garments carry the label. “Made m Israel." ; 

Israeli businessmen are smart. They bring their own raw- • 
material to Jordan, somewhat exempted from customs fees. < 
and manufacture in Jordan, using cheap labor compared to 1 
Israel. ■ 

In the past. Israel was -mainly dependant on the exploita- ; 
tion of the Palestinian labor (for cheaper than the Israeli). » 
but after the peace treaty the. focus shifted to Jordanian T 
labor. . 

If we consider that the average monthly wage of a * 
laborer in Jordan, is between JD 80 to 100. which stands at * 
a fraction of what Israeli or Palestinian workers geu then 
we realize the great difference. I » 

Products of some of these companies are manufactured ? 
in Jordan, but marketed outside the country. They know ? 
that if they think of selling their products in Jordan, they 
will certainly lose. The purchasing potential in the country 
is deteriorating amidst difficult economic conditions otid '■ 
shortages in cash available for ordinary people because of* 
high unemployment. 

If this situation continues, then our workers could be.? 
involved in a “deskilling” process—an inferior labor class. .. 
that is reluctantly dealing with the Israel producers just to 
earn money. 

However, if we refer to the Standards and Metrology 
Corp. (SMC), the manifest of the products, should clearly'. 
show the name of the country of origin. Also, legislation 
stipulates that if any industrial output has hcen manufac¬ 
tured in another country in a way that changes its nature, 
then the latter will be the country of origin. Thus, what is 
happening is a clear violation of the law. 

SMC general director, Hassan Al Saudi states that the * 
corporation does not supervise or monitor the cargo' 
exported from Jordan and stressed that the export process 
is subject to the demand of the importing country. 

But the label which says “made'in Israel" is misleading. 
We are helping Israel to promote its products at the cost of 
our own. Last month, sources disclosed that a shipment of 
tilds has been rejected from Israel, claiming that-it does not 
meet specifications upon lab test. 

We are obliged to respect foe peace agreements but • 
Israel does not. ■ 


Arab Bank doubles 
capital to JD 38 million 

THE CURRENT paid up 
capital of foe Arab Bank 
which is JD 44 million will 
be doubled to hit JD 88 mil¬ 
lion soon. 

According to a well- 
informed source at the 
Bank. an extraordinary 
meeting of its general 
assembly is to be held this 
week to take a final decision 
on the matter. The Bank 
plans to distribute free 
shares^Hit won’t offer shares 
for pnhlic subscription. 

This 'step comes as a 
result of foe blest measures 
taken by foe government to 
remove the capitalization 

ti l ig hI °L?, e Chinrnm of Arab Bank. Abdel 
recently approved compa- M c , J 

nies' law and the raising of MqjedShoman 
foe foreign equity in Jorda- : , . . , ,. . 

nian companies. , “ recorded foe ever taghcsL 

The share-value of the Arab level to close at JD 27S per 
Bank has, over the last week, share and the total transactions. 
been leading al the Amman made on Arab • Bank share 
Financial market. reached JD 246.'000.H 



JNB expands 
into the market 


THE JORDAN National 
Bank is the first Jordanian 
bank to have been estab-* 
lished in Jordan, in 1995. 

JNB’ is one of the few in 
its field to lay the funda¬ 
mental principles of bank¬ 
ing in Jordan. JNB also cel¬ 
ebrates its 42nd year of 
service now, and has intro¬ 
duced many -financial ser¬ 
vices to the market 

Mastercard Debit c ards. 

Speed Cash and SWIFT 
international transfer from 
Jordan, are but a few Of its 
presented services. 

Under the new merger, 

JNB ranks as the second 
largest bank concerning Wasif Azer, managing director 
paid-up capital, third con¬ 
cerning equity, and fourth in 

total assets. It is thus a bank that aims to ensure the very best for 
its customers, and continually- enhances its services and capabil¬ 
ities. Confidence and trust are the key words when dealing with 
the Jordan National Bank. 

At present, it has 54 branches in Jordan, four branches in Leba= 
non. five in Palestine-and one off-shore banking unit in Cyprus. 
The JNB is planning to open seven more branches in Jordan and a 
further two in Palestine.! 
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Air France honors 
top travel agents 
at the Bisharat 
Golf Club 


AIR FRANCE held its annual din¬ 
ner for the top travel agents at the 
Bisharat Golf Club last Sunday 29 
June. Certificates were given by the 
Air France Regional Manager. Jor¬ 
dan/Iraq. Mr Jean-Jacques Ledau- 
phln to top travel agents. Orientals 
for Travel & Tours, Al Tawfiq 
Travel, AI Badiyah Travel & Tourism received 
golden certificates. 

Silver ones were given to Falcons Travel & 
Tourism, Al Waha Tourism, eastern services and 


Pan Pacific Travel & Tourism, International 
Traders. Bestours. Bisharat Tours corporation 
and Near East Tourist Center received bronze 
certificates. ■ 



Photo exhibition 


‘ Jerusalem in 


^ The 

Mmmm 


Danger’ 


By K. Attah 

Special to The Star 


A photographic exhibition on the imag¬ 
es of the identity of Jerusalem, is cur¬ 
rently being held at the exhibition 
ball of Al ‘Asriya school. Its theme. 
“Jerusalem in Danger,” is hosted by Al ‘As- 
riya School at Tla All, Amman. The 96- 
photographic works are by the renowned Pal¬ 
estinian photojournalist Khalid Zaghari. 

According to Mrs Maqbonla Al Yahya, 
principal of the AJ ‘Asriya school, the purpose 
of the exhibition is “to tell the world how Pal¬ 
estinians are suffering from Israeli brutality." 

Immediately upon walking into the hall, 
you realize that you have entered an exhibi¬ 
tion that is more than a collection of photo¬ 
graphs bung in an aesthetically pleasing man¬ 
ner. 

By exhibiting Al Zaghari works he is given 
the opportunity to create a form of communi¬ 
cation to send his message across. His collec¬ 
tion are both impressive and expressive of 
what they reveal than in what they don't. - 
Take for instance the,first two pictures on 
display, photos of AI Aqsa mosque where 
about hair a million worshipers praise Allah in 
the holy month of Ramadan. The photographs, 
taken in 1996, were shot in a classic manner. 
Next to them, was a photo showing a group of 
men submissively prostrating to Allah in Al 
Aqsa Mosque during Leilatil Qadr. 

Much of the exhibition may be seen as a 
display of courage and determination. Among 
the photos are an unarmed Palestinian youth 
challenging an armed Israeli soldier. The Pal¬ 
estinian youth has his mouth wide opened, a 
kind of saying ‘you can shoot me in the 
mouth, I'm ready to die for my fatherland.’ 
Other images in the exhibition, a school 


boy of about 
10 years old, 
wonders what 
is happening 

and seems to |a| tffll 

ask the armed 

Israeli soldier 

‘what is "going 

on?' Another 

photo shows an 

armed Israeli j 

soldier inti mi- 4 

dating a Pales- AL 

Uni an women 
in the city of 
R am all ah 

The photo- Zaghari. 
graphs bear 
witness to Jeru¬ 
salem being in real danger, with images of Ja- 
halin Arab Bedouins ejected from their tents 
and of bulldozers cariying out destructive op¬ 
erations in east Jeiusaiem. Other photos show 
Palestinians praying in protest on Jabal Abu 
Ghenim on a Friday in the midst of bulldoz¬ 
ers. 

The most remarkable pbotos of Jerusalem 
in danger are those showing the damaged 
mosque as a result of the excavation under it 
carried out by the Israelis to find the lost tem¬ 
ple of Solomon which they believe is buried 
under the Al Aqsa mosques. The restoration 
of the damaged walls of the mosque is another 
masterpiece. The photo exposing the broken 
parts of the south-western wall is a genuine 
confirmauon of the alarming situation in Jeru¬ 
salem. 

Zaghari has taken the opportunity to ex¬ 
press his despair and anxiety through photo¬ 
graphs. Walking to the area on the left of the 
exhibition room, he shows the visitor the bru- 



Informant 


tality and violence of the Israeli soldiers. The 
most horrible pictures are found in this sec¬ 
tion of the room. A women is seen weeping 
over the death of a husband. Another women 
has a badly damaged face in blood. 

Perhaps the best example of courage and 
determination is the picture depicting confron¬ 
tation between young Palestinians throwing 
stones and Israeli soldiers with sophisticated 
weapons. Frustration and anger are portrayed 


by the exhibit showing burning of Israeli flags 
and the effigy of the Israeli Prime Minister. 

Through a wealth of outstanding impression 
and expression in the language of photo¬ 
graphs. Zaghari has successfully captured the 
visitor and explained his vision of a confusing 
and violent situation in our contemporary 
world. The exhibition continues till 30 July. 
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High drama at the Arthropod Trade Center 


Political comedy rocks stage with laughter 


By Nahla Al Rifai 

Special to The Star 


C omedy and realism are today a com¬ 
mon combination on the stage in Jor¬ 
dan. Politics and mirth, or the ability 
to tackle issues in a satirical way has 
taken a dominant lead in Jordanian 

theater. 

And hence the latest theatrical comedy. 
Ya Dar Ma Dakhalek Sharr (Oh house no 
evil has entered you). Written by the famous 
comedian, Hassan Al Ibrahim, the play is 
already sending audiences into fits of 
laughter. 

The play, however, has a serious message. 
Essentially it is about domination, culture 
and nationalism. The gist of the comedy is 
about Marzook. a man who falls under the 
spell of an American director by the name of 
Alice. She in turn forces him to sign a con¬ 
tract to make a film about ancient and mod¬ 
ern Arab history, in the way she wants. 

Thus famous characters such as ‘Antara, 
Al Khansa' and Hatem Atta’i are played out. 
In addition, various historic tragedies such as 
the 1948 Arab-Israeli war. the ‘67 Six Day 
War and Western intellectual domination and 
Arab resistance to it, are satirically portrayed 
in this comedy. 

The play was directed by Muhammad 
Helmi. Anwar Khalil. Shaker Jaber, Asee- 
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mah Morjan. Wafa* Abdallah, Wijdan Al 
Aboushi, Ayman Al Sabah, Ghandi Saber, 
Najeh Kodemau and Abd Al Majeed Abu 
Talem also star in the piay. 


The ending of this play is probably the 
strangest thing of all. It ends with Marzook 
refusing to forge Arab history after awaken¬ 
ing from his drugged state of consciousness. 


The odd thing about it though, is his par¬ 
ticipation in a song called Ahlef Bismaha Wa 
Turabiha for Abdel Haleem Hafez, which 
marked Marzook's nationalistic awakening. 
A funny touch to say the least! 

The comedy depicted psychological con¬ 
flicts as well as intellectual ones, in a very 
effective and stirring way. 

For as it is known, comedy can sometimes 
be the surest way of getting a point across. 
But the ending of the-comedy seems to have 
been a bit of a put down. This being espe¬ 
cially after the professional performance that 
was presented. 

It nevertheless has to be mentioned that 
the directing of the play was done with 
extreme skill. The mental and hypothetical 
conversations that take place, presented the 
mind as the center stage for the story. Thus, 
it was as if a piay within a play was in 
action. 

Furthermore, the liveliness and smooth¬ 
ness of the chain of events and thoughts, was 
masterful. Indeed. Hassan Ibrahim suceeded 
in presenting a new style in movement and 
performance, as well as fresh new talents to 
the stage. Yeu music, lighting, costumes and 
decoration sou Id have been further enhanced 
to achieve the desired effect and accredited 
acclaim that this theatrical comedy deserves. 
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“Keep the door shut, Ernie! I Just know that dang cat’ 
Is going to try dragging that thing Into the house." 


Prestigious Dunes 
Club opens next year 


E ntertaining, Exciting and new!! Dunes Club opens in West Amman in 
spring '98. A sports and social club, it is the first of its kind in the 
region. 

Located beside the Amman National Park, 400 meters away from the 
airport road and 10 minutes away from the seventh circle, the ‘Dunes Club’ is 
built to resemble and function like a country club! A place where families, 
businessmen and youngsters can spend their weekends, hold business meet¬ 
ings and enjoy social occasions. 

The project's overall cost is approximately JD 10 million, and this comes 
from investors and bank loans. Mr Shaber Ahmad Al Tabba' has been 
appointed as the head of the board of directors. As for general management. 
Mr Shaft q Hi as Thabit and Mr Ramzi Fa rah Masarweh will be responsible 
for that. Mr Khaled Mansour AI Tabba" is responsible for marketing side of 
the project. In addition. His Royal Highness Prince Faisal Bin Al Hussein is 
one of the investors of this would-be prestigious club. 

Already. 300 families have joined for membership to the club. About 500 
memberships will be granted before the opening, 500 during the first year 
after the opening, and another 500 during the second year. 

The.Dunes Club will have the biggest swimming pool in Jordan, as well as 
an indoor swimming pool, restaurants and a canteen, eight tennis courts, three 
squash courts, two sports fitness halls, outdoor courts for handball and basket¬ 
ball. a kindergarten, a health and beauty center and saunas for both men and 
women. There will also be private meetings rooms, party halls and an outside 
terrace. Around 175 persons will be employed by the club. 

The well-known ‘International Club Service' organization, are providing 
the club with consultants for the design and activity of ‘Dunes Club’. Country 
clubs in London and Milan have also been serviced by this group of 
consultants. 

It seems that clubs such as the Orthodox Club and the Royal Automobile 
Club will be facing some competition come spring ‘98. ■ 
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There are two sides to 
every question: My side 
and the wrong side! 
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C 1997, Tabaac Mafia Services 


Exhibitions 

■ “Jerusalem in Danger*" 
photo exhibition by Pales¬ 
tinian photographer Khal¬ 
id AI Zaghati continues at 
the Modern Educational 
School till 31 July. 

■ Photography exhibition 
by Jan lLassay, continues 
at the French Cultural Cen¬ 
tre till 29 July. 

■ Artworks of Ali Al 
Ghoul continues at the 
Greater Amman Munici¬ 
pality Cultural Dept dll 31 
July. 

■ An exhibition entitled 
“Silver Jewelry” contin¬ 
ues at the Jordan Design 
and" Trade Centre of Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation till 
20 July. 


“The Contemporary 
Arab Artists Exhibition” 


showing the works*'of 
more than 60 artists from 
the Arab worlds continues: 
at Darat al Funira, runs till 
24 July. 

■ An exhibition entitled 
“Silver Jewelry” - contin¬ 
ues at the Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre' of Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation till 
20 July. 

Film 

■ Le ruffian at The 
French Cultural Center, 
Monday 21 July, at 8:30 
pm. (Fre.) 

MMaigret at British 
Council, Tuesday 22 July, 
at 5:00 pm. (Eng.). 

■ Play days on the Move 
at British . Council. 
Wednesday 23 July, at' 
5:00 pm. (Eng.) 
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H^Sam debate whether to join the IIS by being more like the US 
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mouse mightier 
cell phone? 

. _ i J C 

• ^ Information Imperative Index ranks 55 countries on the basis of their ability 
: tp access, absorb and effectively utilize information. Combined, the ranked 
countries account for 97 percent of worldwide expenditures on information 
; technology. First presented last year, the index is prepared annually by World 
! : TTixn.es Global Research and International Data Corporation. Of the 20 variables 
; ; underlying the index, five relate directly to personal computers—an emphasis that 
! is tempered by the reality that the average price of a PC can, in many countries, 
j . be calculated in multiples of annual per capita income 
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Comparing apples to oranges 

Where’s the PC for the rest of us? 


ByBemieYee 

T he computer for the rest of us, we 
were once bold by a gJeaming SiEcon 
Valley giant, was the Macintosh. 
The IBM PC was mired in an old 

text-based operating system, while 
the Macintosh offered easy, point- 
and-dick, computing. 
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for computing—except thatit 

a die form of the Intel/Microsoft 
platform rather than toe 
Jninds at Apple. Wbile 
some moan the virtual 
monopoly this “WinteF 
- alliance has over oar 

SE5& 

store in America can suppV 3 " 

3StDme r W i*a“bome"mu)m«- 

m dot has many nmes * e 

used to pot a man on dm 


digital interaction. But dial does not pre¬ 
suppose the same hardware platform. In 
feet, the telephone is a good example. 
The copper wire that serves as the back¬ 
bone of America’s plain old telephone 
service is now I 
developed na¬ 
tions. Everyone 
ran find a tele¬ 
phone useful, but 
the means of ac¬ 
cess vary. In parts 
of the world, wire¬ 
less technology 
has emerged as the 
most cost-efficient 
telephone net¬ 
work; urban Israel 

boasts a nearfy- 

ubiquitous cellular 
phone-toting pop¬ 
ulation. 


PlayStation. HowwiD other nations 1 low¬ 
er annual incomes afford the cost of the 
latest PC? 

Nor is this question limited to poorer 
countries. It remains an issue in the ulti¬ 
mate market for early technology 
adopters—Japan. 
Compact discs, 
MiniDisc, DVD, 
digital imaging 
products, digital 
television are all 
technologies that 
were available to 
Japanese con¬ 
sumers years be¬ 
fore the US.Japan¬ 
ese CD adoption 
was a foil live years 
ahead the US. 
Burjapanisnot 



THE 1997 INFORMATION IMPERATIVE INDEX 

Measuring social, information, and computer infrastructures 


SKATERS 

These countries are 
fully in tune with the 
fast pace and compli¬ 
cated procedures of 
the information age. 
reflecting an estab¬ 
lished infrastructure 
and computer literate 
population. 


COUNTRY 

Sweden 

Denmark 


COUNTRY 
Unfed States 


SOCIAL 

544(2} 

536(3) 


INFORMATION 

24160) 

938(13) 


COMPUTER 
2433 0) 
2417® 


OVERALL 

SCORE 

4£87 

3491 


OVERALL 


New Zealand 

Lifted 


Australia 

Sh&poro 

RMexo-g 


Assbfa 

Israel 

Ran 



STRJDERS 

These countries are 
progressing in a 
steady, if sometimes 
leisurely way. towards 
an information soci¬ 
ety, toying with new 
technologies while re¬ 
lying on many outer 
ones. 


COUNTRY 


Brad 
Casts Bo 


SOCIAL 

INFORMATION 

COMPUTER 

SCORE 


485(9) 

1235(5) 

1,722(7) 

3,442 ^ 


492(8) 

U80W 

1488(8) 

3440 jSSl 


518(5) 

1*57» 

1448(4) 

3,423 

ijSjL 

573(1) 

1435(8) 

14U0O) 

3419 ™ 

■ B 

433(7) 

1493(7) 

1413 « 

3499 


453(13) 

1421(11) 

1,789(6) 

3473 ( 


926 (4) 

14*9(3) 

143402) 

34« 


461 (15) 

1412(8) 

147101) 

3444 

w 

451(17) 

1*422 (2) 

148103) 

3433 

SPRINTERS 

453(18) 

87105) 

1415(5) 

3439 These nations are 

282(40) 

824 07) 

1459 0) 

, moving purposefully 

along the information 

487 (23) 

1437 08) 

148205) 

2,626 

pathway, their 

46702) 

824 07) 

1404 04) 

-jag citizens absorbing 

new technologies for 

486(8) 

816(20) 

1402 07) 

2,414 personal and profes- 

412(22) 

879 04) 

1423 00) 

2.414 sional use with a ituv 

tune of caution and 

470(15) 

939 02) 

965 01) 

2474 

conviction. 

463(13) 

82109) 

1452 09) 

2436 


428(18) 

772(21) 

1463 08) 

99B3 

OVERALL 

COUNTRY 

SOCIAL 

INFORMATION 

COMPUTER 

SCORE 

Trim 

385(30) 

842 06) 

736 03] 

1443 

Korea 

45901) 

45303) 

999 00) 

1421 

«■& 

48004) 

748 03) 

752 02) 

1498 

State 

427 09) 

748 02) 

583 04) 

1,758 

Czech Bap 

413 00) 

675 05) 

566 05) 

1,654 

UAE 

238(46) 

695 04) 

418 08) 

1448 

Partagal 

362 01) 

45104) 

48807) 

14U 

Grace 

378 08) 

. , -55606) 

378 02). 

1482. 

tom&n 

3*5(25) 

520 08) 

364 03) 

1469 

PoM 

38108) 

477 00) 

298 08) 

1456 

Ai^tataa 

389 09) 

466 01) 

295 07) 

1430 

CUte 

354 02) 

358(41) 

407 01) 

14» 

BUgrib 

333 04) 

535 07) 

195(45) 

1463 

Rude 

413 00) 

455 02) 

193(46) 

1461 

HIM 

238(48) 

329(44) 

501(26) 

1,868 

Seat* Mica 

32306) 

271(47) 

41100) 

1405 




OVERALL 


SOCIAL 

INFORMATION 

COMPUTER 

SCORE 


333(34) 

3K08) 

271(40) 

999 


227(48) 

351(48) 

410 09) 

994 


242(44) 

424 05) 

318 0Q 

984 h 


362(33) 

326(45) 

283 08) 

961 

j/ A 

271(41) 

394 08) 

275 09) 

940 

V ft) 
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Technology cost is a major issue. The barometer of things American technol- 
■ &.rm»rionrevolurion has thepossibili- ogyduthasbecomevHypopularthcre- 
rheinff one of the most divisive class PHS phones and MiniDisc-have yet 10 
the concept of personal enjoy the same popularity in the US. 
The cutting-edge computer Conversely, PC adoption has been slug- 
rP SL^nv incited processing gish injapan. Only a few years agp, ded- 
computed in the icatedwoidprocessing computer out- 

1970 s, but the cost ofen- 


ttvforsuch technology^hasm- 
Joined relativelyconstant at 

US$ 3,000 to $ 4 ,°° 0 . 

AsurveyoncereveaWto 

roncMy 63 percent of toe Ub 

3ion had no interest m 
So as the market be- 
^^tetircri^- 
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Japan 

Mabvsia 


Korea 


^^“soluriot. for the 

network But to date, toe 

‘Lmaiket computer platform 
closest mass-to 31 ®* ^ ofa younger 

Undo 64 or Sony 

demograptoe-awui 


create compete. 


+18*6* 

Ecuador 

+1.69% 

+37.65% 

Germany 

-0.08% 

+36£6% 

New Zealand 

•2J>8% 

+15.72% 

Sweden 

-2.60% 

+12^4% 

Mexico 

-4.47% 
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numbered PCs there. And toe Internet? 

An English-speaking network. 

The reasons for slower PC adoption? 
Real estate. The traditional Japanese 


home is not particularly 
roomy, and PCs take up 
room. And whDe playing 
computer games is the 
number one or two usage 
for American PCs, 

Japanese consumers took 
video gaming to an an 
long ago, developing 
console systems that 
work with television, 
have superior graphics 
and sound better. By the 
rime PCs came along, lo¬ 
cal tastes were well established, and those 
tastes didn’t include the clunky IBM PC 
compatible technologies. 

PC adoption rates are rising in Japan, 
however, and toe Internet has captured 
enough of toe popular imagination to be 
a g pud bet for a global communications 
platform. But the rising popularity of the 
Win tel technology carries some impor¬ 
tant footnotes: the cost of a computer is 
still prohibitively expensive in countries 
like China, where the average yearly in¬ 
come roughly equals one month’s rent in 
New York City. And that's why pirates, 
copying software and hardware, have al¬ 
ways flourished in Asia. 
Those users want technol¬ 
ogy, but on their terms— 
not on Intel, Microsoft or 
US terms. And since in¬ 
ternational enforcement of 
intellectual property rights 
is no simple matter, Asians 
will still be able to buy Mi¬ 
crosoft applications for a 
few US doDais. 

But the. IBM platform 
lias a huge advaniagp—off 
the shelf ease of use- Shops in China toe 
size ofa walk-in closet can open, take or¬ 
ders, and assemble motherboards, hard 
drives, chassis and operating systems to 


Z7B(«) 

moot 

250(43) 

238(46) 

371(27) 

321(37) 

385(38) 

119(54) 

223(50) 

112(55) 

240(45) 

148(53) 

195(51) 

171(52) 


283(53) 
310(46) 
487(37) 
271(47) 
220(58) 
217(52) 
483(29) 
341(42} 
334(43) 
218(51) 
245(49) 
08 (54) 
482 (55) 


224(42) 
360(34) 
260(41) 
182(49) 
130(51} 
195(14) 
193 (46) 
110(55) 
115(54) 
219(43) 
US (S3) 
163 (48) 
147(5«) 
129(52) 


903 

8S3 

820 

80S 

772 

737 

715 

712 

679 

665 

574 

556 

518 

482 


STROLLERS 

Ttiese countries are 
wandering toward the 
revolution without any 
haste, deterred to 
differing degrees tv 
infrastructure costs, 
limited consumer 
demand and cultural 
fears. 
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IDC1996 Woridwkie Black Book: IDC Proprietary 
Research: UNDP Human Development Report; 
UN Statistical Yearbook: World Development 
Indicators: The World Bank; World Telecommuni¬ 
cation Development Report. IW: Freedom 
House: www.ttretisLcom: mnKfiiv.com 


FACTORS COMPRISING 


order. It’s easy with IBM compatible sys¬ 
tems, impossible with Apple's Macin¬ 
tosh, which comes completely assem¬ 
bled. 

The IBM compatible PC has domi¬ 
nated toe American market, and compa¬ 
nies like Intel and Microsoft are looking 
to establish new market dominance over¬ 
seas. But there's no question that while 
new markets are forming outside toe US, 
the ‘‘industry standards” set by big 
American firms have shallow roots in 
overseas soil. 

Can a new standard emerge around 
toe world? You bet Neither Intel nor Mi¬ 
crosoft has gained market dominance in¬ 
ternationally. Is anyone at Apple—or any¬ 
where else—listening? The world is still 
waiting for the computer for toe rest of 
us.® 


B Ernie Yee, a New York-rased 
ENTERTAINMENT LAWYER, IS A 

columnist for Next Generation. 


Social Infrastructure 

► Secondary school enrollment 

► Tertiary school enrollment 

► Newspaper readership 

► Press freedom 

► Civil liberties 

Information Infrastructure 

► . Telephone tines/captta 

► Telephone fautts/fine 

► Radio ownership/capita 

► flax ownership/capita 

► Ceflurar phones/capita 

► Cahle/sateWte television 
coverage 

Computer Infrastructure 

► PCs ins&lted/capita 

►' Home PC shipped/bousehoW 
5 - Govemment/commeicial 
PCs shipped/noftagricuitural 
workforce 

► Education PCs shipped/ 
student and faculty 

► Networked PCs % 

► Saftware/hairiware spending 

► # Internet service providers 

► Internet hosts/capfta 
















2 The WorldPaper July 1997 


INFORMATION IMPERATIVE 


• JT- c- - 


World Bank gets info religion for development 



Byting into the Budget 


Never mind income disparity-the price of infor¬ 
mation and computing equtpmentvaries greatly 
between the nations of the developed and 
developing world. How much does it cost for the average citizen 
of the world.to catch a ride on the information superhighway? 
Just as the Big Mac index measures hamburger purchasing 
power, PC Index indicates the price of comparable computer 
systems between the skaters, striders, sprinters, and stroilers in 
the Information imperative index. 


Wishing for an abacus 
in a sea of IT faithful 


The price shown is for a laptop personal computer with 16 
megabytes RAM, 1.4 gigabit hard drive, 6X CD ROM, and stan¬ 
dard screen. 


Skaters 

In US$ 

Stxtders 

fnUS$ 

United States (1) 

$3,999 

Taiwan (21) 

$4 f 019 



Spain (24) 

$4,763 



Chile (32) 

$5,403 



Malaysia (35) 

$3,461 

Sprinters 

In OSS 



Sweden (3) 

$4,949 



Denmark (4) 

$3,974 

StreBers 

In US $ 

Norway (5) 

$6,796 

Braai (39) 

$5318 

Australia (12) 

$4,659 

Costa Rica (40) 

$5,501 

Hong Kong (14) 

$3,481 

Mexico (41) 

$5,670 

Ireland (20) 

$4,372 

Thailand (44) 

$3,634 
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By Crocker Srwiv Jr. 

F you want to produce leftist rev¬ 
olutionaries. give Third World stu¬ 
dents scholarships to American 
universities. If you want free mar¬ 
ket conservatives, give them schol¬ 
arships to Russia.’' 

This parable of the 1980s lias died 
with the end of the Cold War. but its 
counter-intuitive 
lesson remains. 
The epicenter 
of a religious or¬ 
der is rarely the best place to produce 
converts. 

A late-June World Bank meeting in 
Toronto entitled Global Knowledge— 
subtitled Knowledge for Development in 
the Information Age —is the Latest case in 
point. The vastness of the subject com¬ 
bined with the pat, positive IT prejudices 
of the participants left a discomforting, 
and somewhat unconvincing aftertaste. 

The ambitious conference, spon¬ 
sored by the World Bank and support¬ 
ed by a variety of public institutions 
and private enterprises, drew a range of 
international government ministers, de¬ 
velopment experts, networked NGOs 


Public telephone monopolies strangle all aspects of IT 

In Africa, the spider is too busy 
eating other spiders to spin a web 


By A mole Ngweno 

n Tanzania, a personal computer 
costs ten times die US$630per capi¬ 
ta gross domestic product (GDP). 
This is one of a number of formida¬ 
ble barriers that stand between 
Africans and the information 
.revolution. It is a revolution 
, based on dramatic recent gains 
• in the affordability and accessi- 
; bility of telephones and person- 
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al computers. Unfortunately, most of 
' these gains have had very litde impact 

• on the average African. 

While most large and medium-sized 
‘ businesses in Africa are starting to coni- 
’ puterize and computer sales are grow- 
‘ ing rapidly, this is basically restricted to 
‘ the capital cities and a few formal-sec- 

■ tor workers. With PCs and the neces- 
[ sary software costing upward of 
; US$4,000 (duties and shipping mean 
» the prices are often much 
l ltigber dian in the US), vir- 

■ tually no-oue has a PC at 
' home. Half of the African 

• population has never used a 

• telephone—even in indus- 
•• trial areas, telephone lines 
’ are difftcult to acquire, ex¬ 
pensive (they’re metered by 

• the minute) and frequendy 

• of bad quality. 

Frustratingly, this same 
revolution offers the people 
- of Africa a unique opportu¬ 
nity to catch up with the de¬ 
veloped world at low cost, at 
least compared to die cost of 
developing education, fi¬ 
nance and trading through 
conventional libraries, 
schools, banking, informa¬ 
tion transfer and commer¬ 
cial transactions. 

But even a relatively low 
cost is too much for most Africans, and 
community options for Internet access 
are limited by a combination ofhigh in¬ 
vestment costs, the unavailability of 
telephone lines in poor and rural areas 
and the lack of minimally-trained per¬ 
sonnel to set up and staff community 


cybercafes or school Internet access 
points.Teledensity in Kenya, wliich is 
relatively advanced within Africa, is less 
than one line per hundred in the rural 
areas and about 5 tines in the capital 
city. Payphones are widespread, in¬ 
cluding in small towns, but they 
don’t always work. Many other 
African countries have less than 
one line per hundred people 
overall, including Uganda 


(0.25), Ethiopia (0.3) and the Central 
African Republic (0.3). 

Why the difficulty? In Africa, state 
monopolies have long believed that 
only they are willing to invest in rural 
telephony. As a reward for investing in 
the rural areas, only they should be al¬ 
lowed to capture the revenues from in¬ 
ternational, long distance and local tele¬ 
phone service. The result: waiting lists 
are several years long even in the cities. 


Impact and Timing of IT 
Investments 
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Yet technology catch-up is within 
our reach in Africa. New technologies 
are constantly being developed that 
will help to reduce some of these 
barriers. 

Non-PC terminals are being devel¬ 
oped that will cost a lot less to the end 


user while delivering most of the net¬ 
working and communications benefits 
of the PC-based Internet of.today. In¬ 
telligent devices for television can now- 
browse the web. Your cellphone can 
collect your e-mail. For someone who 
has never used a computer, these are 
potentially much cheaper and easier 
entry points to the networked world. 

A growing number of countries have 
liberalized cellular services, which cuts 
the time on a waiting list down enor¬ 
mously for those who can pay. Internet 
services are subject to relatively light li¬ 
censing requirements in most coun¬ 
tries, although they depend on the ex¬ 
istence and functioning of the usual 
telephone network. 

Furthermore, some countries (such 
as Ghana, Uganda and Guinea) are go¬ 
ing further by allowing a second tele¬ 
phone operator to compete with the 
privatized/co mmercial- 
ized state monopoly to 
provide basic telephone 
services. Both old and 
new operators are given 
aggressive goals for 
building up the net¬ 
work; overall sub-Saha¬ 
ran Africa plans to put 
in more than 10 million 
phones in the next 3-5 
years (which more than 
double total installed 
phone capacity). Both 
competition and tech- 
nology improvements 
should see the price of 
each call drop—interna¬ 
tional phone calls are 
currently 2-5 times the 
price of die same call in 
the reverse direction. 

But these benefits 
will come slowly, since 
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American export company seeks independent 
DISTRIBUTORS 

to market Polo Ralph Lauren, Polo Sport, 
Tommy Hilfiger, Nautica, and 
Calvin Klein clothing. 


For details please fax to (904)998-8008 U.S. or 
email to http://www.hedmond.com 


most of the African telephone com¬ 
panies are still resisting change. 
Many governments still don’t believe 
they’ll make more in taxes from a lib¬ 
eralized telecoms sector and a more 
efficient commercial sector than the 
derisory profits (sometimes negative) 
they now receive from the state tele¬ 
phone company. 

Each year these attitudes hold sway, 
the costs to the African public become 
greater. As the world gets wired, we 
need telephones to connect with each 
other throughout Africa—and be¬ 
yond—and to take advantage of the 
new technologies that will make net¬ 
working cheaper and easier for those 
lower down the income scale. SB 


Amolo Ng’weno is Vice President 
for Business Development at 
Africa Online , an Internet 
Service Provider in five African 

COUNTRIES. (WWWJUTUCaONUNE.COM) 


and IT industry types. They gathered 
to celebrate the shared perception that 
information technology represents the 
greatest tool ever for rapid and equi¬ 
table human development. 

The turnout, some 2,200 from 143 
countries (one third on scholarships 
from the World Bank) indicated a very- 
special appetite. But the very archi¬ 
tecture of the conference, with 115 
workshops and seven tracks of inquiry 
spread among four hotels, was awk¬ 
ward in the extreme. And IT didn’t 
help make it easier. The only impart¬ 
ing of knowledge was unstructured, 
undisciplined and unprioritized. 

With work- 


shops entitled 
“ Learning Organi¬ 
zations and 

Knowledge Man¬ 
agement” and 
“Capacity Build¬ 
ing in Information 
Technology and 
Connectivity,” this 
participant felt that 
he'd fallen through 
the looking glass. 
Oh for a straight¬ 
forward. humanis¬ 
tic “Grandma’s 
Lessons to Live 
By,” the “Boy- 
Scout Handbook” 


of monopolistic telecom companies in 
many a developing country is critical to 
providing equal access. 

Interestingly, as Michael DeD of Dell 
Computers explained, there is a Correla¬ 
tion between PC usage, productivity and 
labor costs. 

But such a meeting of development 
types gathered around the values and 
virtues of personal computers and inter¬ 
linked networks had a disquieting tone 
of techno-righteousness that almost de¬ 
manded a libertarian. Luddite reaction 
in response. Rare was the sideways 
glance or the flash of fun that an unlike¬ 
ly speaker; Kate White of Black & White. 

(Tnm mi mirati ons. 

showed 


Dell, the 31 -year-old wondpTY^q^ 
dropped out of the UmversityofTh^;- 

and has turned his company -V' 

largest computer sales company mhc* -:7; 
world, gave one of fewieynotesfhy ::... 

businessman before a plenary llneup of ; 
inter- governmental personalities. -. . 

squandered the opportunity to " 

a reality check. • ; . ' V. \ " 

Dell’s short speech, was nBon&nal m^ > .. 
content and a little patronizing into ne, jv. ■ 
With all die power ofhis compoteraantT f 

a panoply of graphics progiamSiat - 

disposal, his presentation didn’t reflect 
the human experience. Before^ l^an^ f . 
quet audience of about l,0(KHvrith two; ' 
large screens to project l^ fet^ ex^ ^^ 
pressions and pa^ons^lre 1 

cus the audience on three, word-cov^ r; 
ered slides. Deh umanizi ng dighahsoa.^ 
The Global Knowledge confererK» ; : 
convened on the day the technology _ 
column appeared in the itewy Hbrk' r 
Ttmes under the title: “Arethehigfr 
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ofaaindmduaLnsttlie 


or “Seven Blunders 


of the Wo rid,’ 1 the list of universal mis¬ 
takes which lead to violence that Mo¬ 
handas Gandhi gave to his grandson. 

There was a sameness, a uniformity 
of views expressed that triggered skep¬ 
ticism. 

Yes of course, as the World Bank's 
Jim Wolfensohn and the UN’s Kofi An¬ 
nan put it, connectedness is critical to 
future equitable human development. 

True, as Costa Rica’s president 
Miguel Figueroa stated, computers 
make distance learning and education 
a real time reality. 

Yes, as the World Bank's chief econo¬ 
mist Joseph Sti^itz brayed, deregulation 


in ex¬ 
claiming that, “in 
today’s anony¬ 
mous world, com¬ 
plete strangers ask 
how big my hard 
drive is!” 

Many of the 
workshops were 
case study orient¬ 
ed. Distant stories 
of good works in¬ 
volving new infor¬ 
mation technolo¬ 
gies being used to 
meet the most 
basic of human 
needs—food, health and education— 
abounded. Underlying almost every 
one was the drive of an individual, not 
the capacities ofa hard drive. If the pos¬ 
sibilities of information technology 
loom, so too do the pitfalls. 

It isn’t aB that easy to link disparate so¬ 
cieties up around central formulas and at 
the same time retain full cultural identity. 
There’s nothing simple about educating 
people in computer use and valued com- 
pu ter application. With an Internet dom¬ 
inated bv Western (and English lan¬ 
guage) ways, means and methodology, 
it’s daunting for non-Wes tern nations to 
inoculate themselves against the gravity 
of information imperialism - 


sinkable than the Titanic?* Chaaracte^-v '- 
i fting numerous state of the art advances 
that the Titanic represented befose its 7-" 
demise, Ed Rothstein, the paperis^^J? 
tural critic-at-large, conclndedby 
ing an editorial in the Bctfast Mortpmg 
News written in June 1911—bdbrethe- 
TUanic was even launched. ..'.7' 

“It is diffi cult to understand whjrihe 
owners and builders named this -ship 77 
Titanic. The Titans were a mytholog¬ 
ical race who came to believe they’d: ;■ 
conquered nature, who ffioagbtffiej^d..!, 
achieved power and learning greater_ 
than Zeus himself to their ultimate . 
min. He smote the strong anddarihg-- - - 
Titans with thunderbolts; and theirfi- 
na? abiding place was in limbo beneath, 
the lowest depths of the Thrtarus, a 
sunless abyss below Hades.” 

The global information clamnight 
reflect on this a bit. And while they’re jk f 
at it, where does the name Java come - 
from?® • . - 
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BOOKSTORE 


Emerging Stock Market Factbook 1996 
Published by the World Bank, the volume profiles 
more than 60 markets, interpreting their basic eco¬ 
nomic and stock market characteristics. Appendices 
include a directory of emerging stock exchanges 
around the world, summaries of investment restric¬ 
tions and tax issues Earing foreign investors. 

#102 300 pp. US$100.00 ($1X00) 


The East Asian Miracle: Economic 
Growth and Public Policy 
A World Bank Policy Research Report examining the 
role of public policies in tbe economic success (dra¬ 
matic economic growth, improved human welfare and 
more equitable income distribution) of eight East 
Asian countries from 1965-1990. 

# 103 408 pp. USS235S ($103)0) 


China in the 21st Century: Long-Term 
Global Implications 

China and the rnlet-national community face the task of 
integrating tbe huge Chinese economy into the world 
economic system as smoothly as possible. This OECD 
publication examines tbe prospects for the Ching-sp 
economy to 2010/2020 and lories at the implications 
for OECD countries and China's neighbors. 

# 105 110 pp. US$1440 ($8.00) 


$ 


Industrial Groupings in Japan 
This up-to-date anatomy of tbe most influential 
industrial groupings in Japan provides insight into - 
the characteristics and challenges facing: The 
8 horizontally connected groups (Mitsubishi 
Industrial Bank of Japan, etc.) and tbe 35 veiticaHy- 
integrated industrial groups (Toyota, Daiei, etc.) ' 

• Analyze your potential partners and existing 
competitors including all industries from 
financial to consumer good manufactures, retail 
and trading. 

• Find out who is affiliated with whom and who is 
likely to support whom. 

• Learn of new business opportunities for foreign 

entrants or players since the erosion of group ~ 

cohesion. 


A DodweU Marketing Consultants Ltd. /vblicatLm 

690 pp. US$820.00; 


OECD Economic Outlook, Dec. 1996 

OECD’s assessment of economic trends and policies 
for 1996 and its economic projections far 1997 and 
1998. A best-seller from OECD Publications. 

#106 255 pp. US$35 JM) ($1200) 




SPECIAL OFFER 

DodweU Trend Watch Series: 

This quarterly newsletter reveals the consumer 
and market trends that will shape Japan 

* The Japanese Distribution System: 

Evolution or Revolution? November 1996 

• Direct Marketing in Japan: To Do or Not to 
Do? March 1997 

• The New Consumer Trends in Japan 
July 1997 

* The Key Factors of Success for Foreign . 
Brands in Japan November 1997 

#117 Annual Subscription US$820.00 
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..>&*! SATURDAY 

Koran 

'j^Sr^rench Progr ams 

• 4.*00—Neighbors 
ifirlO—French Programs 
3;30-4-News Headlines 
7:35—Hangin with Mr 
MCdbper 

&00—Magazine Zero One 
Si30^hvin 
9: JO—Time Trax 
} 0:00—News at Ten ‘ 

: I(fc3©—Macgyver 
11:15—Feature Film 

-' SUNDAY 

3;30-r-HoIy Koran 
3:35—-French Programs 
4:05—America’s Home 
jyideo 

430—Energy Express 
5:15—-American Chart 
Sbpw 

-6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News In French 
730—News Headlines 
735—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 

8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

830—National Geographic 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—One West Waikiki 
11:15—Sisters 

MONDAY 

330—Holy Koran 

3:40—Spiron 

4:05—Neighbors 

4:30—Deep Water Haven 

5:00—Ocean Girl 

5:15—Nature By Profession 

6:10—French Programs 

7:00—News in French 

730—News Headlines 

735—Murphy Brown 

8:00—The Giant Nile 

830—Babylon 5 

9:10—Highlander 



Rung Fu, Thursday at 9:10 pm 


10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Law and Order 
11:15—Homicide 

TUESDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
335—-French Programs 
4:00—Super Sport Follie 
4:30—Dog Honse 
5:00—Square on TV 
5:10—The Album Show 
6:10—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Coach 
8:00—TO 
830—Encounter 
9:10—Nature of Things 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—West Beach 
11:15—Drug Wars 


WEDNESDAY 

330—Holy Koran 
335—French Programs 
4:05—Neighbors 
430-Spell Binder 
530—Forests of The World 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
730—News Headlines 
735—Step by Step 
8:10—Soldier’s Diary 
8:30—Challenges (Local talk 
show) 

9:10—Spencer for Hire 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land’s End 
11:00—American Gothic 

THURSDAY 

330—Holy Koran 
335—French Programs 


Amman cinemas 


Philadelphia I (Teh 634149): 
Liar Liar 

Philadelphia n (Tel: 634149): 

A Walk In The Clouds 
Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Jerry Magure 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

Devil’s Own 

Concord II (Tel: 677420): 

Spacejam 


5:10—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
730—News Headlines 
7:35—Family Matters 
8:00—The Health Show 
830—Hawkeye (Drama) 
9:10—500 Nations 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Mini Series 
12:00—Feature Film 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

3:40—Les Mondes 
Fantastiqnes 
Emission de jeux pour 
lesjeunes 

6:00—Documentaire 

Paul-Emile Victor, un 
reveur dans le siicle 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L'teuf de Colomb 

DIMANCHE 

3:40—Les Mondes 
Fantastiqnes 
6:00—Magazine 

Faui pas rever 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine pour les 
adolescents 

Ziva 

LUNDI 

3:40—Les Mondes 
Fantastiques 
6:00—Thalassa 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine scientifiqne 
Cinq sur cinq: 
les vi deans 

MARDI 

3:40—Les Mondes 
Fantastiques 
6:00 —Captain Cafe 


Highlight of the week at 
the Pleasure Dome 


9 First First love, first kiss, first 
car...it’s all part of the BOOK OF 
LOVE 

Who wrote the book of love? Not Jack 
Twiller (Chris Young), whose hilari¬ 
ous efforts to impress the prettiest girl 
in the school lead to disaster. Whether 
throwing wild parties, imitating James 
dean, or “streaking" through the 
neighbourhood with his outrageous 
friends, Jack will do whatever it takes 
to win the illusive girl of his dreams 
But in his obsession for the prom 
queen, he overlooks the one girl who 
really appreciates his unique charm. 
Boasting a classic rock-and-roll 
soundtrack and an irresistible young 
cast, BOOK OF LOVE is a comic 
chapter in the life of a hormone- 
stricken teen who suffers all the hilari¬ 
ous humiliations of adolescence, but 
finally finds that growing up isn V all 
that bad! 



4:05—Hey Dad 

4:30—Ho Shoots He Scores 

5:15—Varieties 

6:10—French Programs 

7:00—News in French 

730—News Headlines 

735—Parenthood 

8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 

Cinema 

8:30—Submarines (Doc.) 
9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
11:00—Taratala 

FRIDAY 
2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Leo the Lion 
(Cartoon) 

230—Cartoons 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Neighbors 
4:30—NBA 


Emission de variites 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 
Magazine sur la 
peinture en France 

MERCREDI 

3:40—Les Mondes 
Fantastiques 
6:00—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:35—Magazine 

Ziva 

«IEUDI 

5:30—Divertissement 

Le monde est a vous 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—E^po-tablo 

Emission sur les 
pcinires 
conlemporains 
12:00—Taratata 

Invitee: Maurane 

VENDREDI 

3:30—Divertissement 
L'ecole des fans 
5:30—Fflm 

Le passager c Landes tin 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L ‘ceuf de Colomb 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


Video Releases 


■ Bad Moon: Full moon, crescent moon, quarter 
moon, each is a Bad Moon for for Ted Harrison. By 
day, he's photo journalist enjoying a stay with family 
in die pacific north west. By night, he trans figures 
- into a horrific half human-a ware wolf. 

MCritters 2: (The Main Course) Their hair balls from 
outer space, are back for seconds. In no time, eggs are 
popping open everywhere-a field full of live stock be¬ 
comes a gigantic feeding ground, and local residents 
are disappearing by the mouth full. Can the bounty 
hunters from deep space wipe out the critters before 
an American town is erased from the map? 

■ Fly Away Borne: Inspired by a true story, this film 
tells the story of an orphaned child who stumbles on 
orphaned goose eggs. Nurturing the baby geese does 
not mean she can teach them to fly, or does it? 

Find out in this terrific family fun. 

■ Mermaids: the attractive Mrs. Flax (Cher) does not 
exactly lead a settled life. Whenever one of her ro¬ 
mances fails, she moves to another city. That hap¬ 
pened so far 18 times. Cher, her daughters Charlotte 
(Wynona Ryder) and Kate (Christina Ricci) and 
Cher’s new romance (Bob Hoskins) put together a 
very enter training romantic comedy featuring the 
Choop Choop song. 

Courtesy: **The Pleasure Dome" 
Tel: 6765S8 - Fax: 5538087 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



5885 MBS 


ACROSS 

1 Aladstance 
5 Wintry 


38 Annoys 


Davenport 

Dane’s 

dome 

^ponort 

L*a—d 

bricte 

Preskta** 
race Step, 
□ften 


40 Rysn« 

Dunne 

41 Boozer's 


42 Dynamic 


43 Frying pan 

44 Bagged 

45 Rap®*® 

do* 

46 “ 2 V 

49 OnaGer- 

50 ***** . 


1 CoteridgB’s 
sacred mser 

2 Card go"® 

3 Surrounded 

, 

4 speed testers 

5 Carousab 
B F«tM 

7 Basin's 
companion 

8 Conger 

9 Precious 


28 Poem 
dvtdon 

29 Desiccated 

30 By oneself 

31 Bbnder 

33 Sttf#for 
ihe future 

34 Heart 
crtembeis 

36 tegood 


5SSK- 

33 - Sfi03£ i«* 


53 preEBEfwi 
race 

lanv* 1 ® 

SB RapaflW* 

57 

58 ms 000 


10 Gown 
material 

11 ewatorm* 

12 lamb 

13 

King of 

18 IndBteenc* 

19 sutenfsard 

23 suddanwnd 


34 W0OC^si« 

35 Presktertte* 
race step. 


59 Stenctod 

60 

61 Rank 


24 Ex»nl gg tv$ 

25 Typeof £ &rt 

tartSR Sou 

26 Gtedswia ^ 

_ 5££t 54 Fan 

27 S^ng 


37 Pinched 

42 Sheltered 

43 Mostsensteie 

44 Cheapskate 

45 lists 

46 Stamping 
grounds 
abbr.? 

47 FedagL 

48 Adore 

49 

Kazan 

50 TV Staple 

51 Northor 
South 

52 Sobet 
54 Fen*** 



: • -This Week’s - 

HOROSCOPES 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: All you water signs 
need to launch your new projects 
-now. Make commitments. They’ll 
last forever.'' 

Aries (March 21-April 19). If 
you’re applying for a loan, be care¬ 
ful. The deal may not really be as 
■good as it looks. Run out the num- 
. bers. - 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Hold 
. your ground against tough competi- 
tion. You can get something you 
• want if yon share costs with a friend. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You’re 
swamped. Don’t even schedule a 
date- Besides, your friends may ask 
you out and insist on paying. Watch 
for a mooey-saving tip. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You’re 
lucky in love, hut you could have a 
few problems with money. Make a 
romantic commitment you’d love to 
keep: 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Don’t 
schedule any dates. Finish something 
you promised to do at home instead. 
Meet friends at the gym for a high¬ 
speed wotkouL 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re 
even smarter than usual. Organize 
your friends to do something impres¬ 
sive. Clean op a mess at home so you 
can entertain. 

Libra (Sept 23-Od- 23). Don’t 
forget your objective and you’ll gain 
ground. Use your intelligence plus a 
lilde research to find the answer. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You're 
a dynamo. Contacts far away could 
lead to a marvelous adventure, so 
reach out and touch someone. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 23). 
Don’t talk about your financial situa¬ 
tion, unless it’s to a potential lender. 
You’re more likely to get what you 

want. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Help a friend who’s in a jam. Get the 
information you need by network¬ 
ing. Private negotiations lead to a 
breakthrough- 

A quari as (Jan. 2MM>. 18). Put up 
with an older person’s manipula¬ 
tions, but don’t fall for them. Do 
what you would have done anyway. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You're 
very lucky- You’ll need it — to side¬ 
step problems that keep paging up. 
Listen attentively to an older person. 

If you’re Having a Birthday 
•Plus Week: You're transforming 

into the person youWe always want¬ 
ed to be, through hard work. 


Bridge 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
♦ K J84 
SK73 
OQ1073 
+A4 


WEST EAS 

473 465 

OQJ98 <3>A 
OA62 09, 

4 J 9 75 *Q 
SOUTH 
4 AQ1095 
<21054 
OKJ 8 
*K3 

71m bidding: 

North East Soi 
10 Pass 14 
24 Pass 44 


Opening lead: Queen of ^7 
“Cover an honor with an honor” is 
one of the oldest maxims in bridge, 
and one of the least correct Logic is 
a much barer guideline to the proper 

^Pour spades is a ample contract to 
reach. All that remains is to make it 


mESSEs? 1 ® 

%fbai are the chances that West is eventually become tiki 


Don’t Waste High Cards 
By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirscb 

p North deals leading away from the ace of hearts? 

e. North aeais. virtu^y nil Therefore, if you cover 

1 the queen with the king, it is sure to 

4 lose. Not only that, a heart will be 

returned and the defenders will start 
7 3 off by cashing three heart tricks with 

the ace of diamonds yet to come. 
EAST South will be down before entering 

• go the fray. 

„ A 9 The important card in the South 

X „ e > hand is the ten of hearts. Look at the 

difference if declarer does not cover 
4 Q10 8 6 2 the queen of hearts —- the defense 

[ cannot continue to attach hearts prof- 

095 itably. If West persists with the jack, 

[ declarer covers and the ten is pro¬ 

moted to a trick. If West perseveres 
with a low heart instead, duck in 
dummy and either your ten will win 
or, if East rises with the ace, dum¬ 
my’s king becomes a winner. 

South West Therefore, the defenders must 
14 Pass abandon the heart suit Thai gives 

4 * Pass declarer time to draw trumps, force 

out the ace of diamonds and take a 
heart discard on the long diamond, 
^ ueen of <2 thereby losing only two hearts and a 

[^S'iS'bridge d ^\s°Eddie Kantar explains in his 
S^Srrrci^LcScS third set of Lessons: When the queen 
is led through K x x (x) in cfommy 
eIine lo and you have 10 x x in hand, it is 

simple contract to usually right to play low from 
to make it dummy. When you have three 
ie queea ofhEuts. worthless cards in hand, play low 


will eventually become; 

e 1997 , Tribme Mafia Service* 
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Would You 
Believe... 


Cumberland Road was Ac 
first federal highway in the 
United States. 

• • • 

The British Empire abol¬ 
ished slave trading within its 
borders in 1807. ! 

m A 4 

Reuben James was the 
name of the first U.S. war-, 
ship sunk during World War 

n. 

The first American mis¬ 
sionaries reached Hawaii in 
1820. 

• • • 

Louis Pasteur developed 
the first successful vaccine 
for rabies. 

mam 

To be described as being 
“avuncular” means that you 
have qualities of an uncle. 
Whether that’s flattering or 
not is a different matter. 

O 997. Trihae Media Sovteei 


TRUE! 



By Daryl Cagle 


• ftuB-fcaaei tap » it ante dm wiH jfck 
nirffaiU browian whkJi. odmchif lo 

wwt rfM ^Ij i wi i i lw i ywfal i. 

npihtw a 3M,wmwdgtk ap pnB u ndtySS 
uiuil each. Hie dimensioni of die 
howne dnll not catted 3 1/2 Inches by 2 V. 
indies by S/8 fact. Sided wafamt piece* dial 
be of the nmll piece size ctofification. stall 
beofa ^aoakTnd iMl be US.No. I eftb: 
U^-Smdndi ftcShdlod Squill Wahms 
AmjninHHiiaf90pcfcaK,by weight.of die 
pieces Hall pan ihrongba 4/16-mdMfianietc 
mud-bole screen and not mxe tbm 1 percao 
' ” " * 2/16-inchifia. 




ri'/J , 


Tri^Joln,j 13K5 

n *^ en 9*>'»ctaaltxu>U 

ir o^therfdp B _ 



.. 5%e*z. Clou# 


The Pentagon’s recipe for brownies 
(document MXL-C-44072 C) is 22 pages long 
and took six months and 175 work hours to 
prepare. 

C 1997. Triune Mafia Services 
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Supplement en fran£ais du Star 


Apres 6 ans de prison , Abassi Madani retrouve le FIS 

At> numero un du Front islamique du satin (F(S-dissous), Abassi Madani (notrepkoto).a &£ 
rent is en liberti conditionnelle cette senutine par le precursor du tribunal muitinre de Blum {Sun ae 
FAlgeria). fl avail Hi condamne le 16 juillet.1992 &!2ansde ridusion erminetiepar ce mgme 
tribunal pour atteinic & la sureti de I’JEtaL Abassi Madani a it! arret! enjuin 91, alors qu U 
participait a des manifestations de rue contre lepouroir, riclamant la tenue 
presidentielles et legislatives anticipees. Ce prafesseur de psycho-pedagOgie de 66 ans seuntntsse 
a la tSte de I’islam politique en Algirie aprbs les sangUmtes fmeutes d’oetobre 1988, suines un an 
plus lord de la reconnaissance legale du FIS. Malgri I'emprisonnement de ses chefs, le 
mouvement islamique remportait le premier tour des flections legislatives de dicembre PI mats le 
scrutin flail ensuite annul£ sous lapression de Fannie. Depots, le FIS dissous est supplant! suru 
terrain par les groupes armis, dont les affrontements avec les forces de Fordre ont dejA feat plus de 
60.000 marts depuis la proclamation de Finn d'urge rice enfivrier 1992. 

Dans la liberation de son chef, le FIS a salue «une contribution certaine et effective* an retour a 
la pair. II reclame nianmoins *la liberation de to us les prisouniers politiques et, a leur tSte, le 
cheikb Aii Belhadj. vice-president du FIS, de d^gager on dmnt sain et favorable* A one 

reconciliation nationale. 






«La polrtique de Netanyahou con¬ 
duit la region a la guerre et an chaos*. Dans son inter¬ 
view accordEe au journal- fran^ais, le Figaro . Yasser 
Arafat, president de I'Autorite Palestinienne, tire la son- 
nette d'alarme. Les temtoires palestiniens sont effective- 
ment au bord de 1'explosion : affrontements quasi- 
quotidiens & HEbron et h BErhlEem avec des relents 
dlmifada, poursuite de la colonisation dans 1'ensemble 
de la Cisjordanie y compris Jfiuisalem-Est, menaces 
quotidiennes dans la bande de Gaza avec l'extension des 
colonies et la destruction de maisons... 

HElas. depuis plusieurs mois, il ne se passe pas un 
jour sans un blessE. Mais le plus temfiant reside dans 
l'apparition d'une guerre larvfe des religions : e'est la 
caricature injurieuse h I'Egard du prophete Mohamed, ce 
sont les Corans dEchites par des soldats israfiliens, e'est 
encore cette couverture de magazine insultante pour la 
Vierge Marie des chtetiens. MSme si les autorites israE- 
fiennes parlent d’actes isofEs et ont ptesentE leurs excu¬ 
ses, ii n'empeche que la politique de Netanyahou ctee un 
climat favorable au deveioppement du fanatisme reii- 
gieux dans les deux camps. 

D'aiileurs. le gouvemement isradiien semble appro¬ 
ver les groupes exttemistes juifs en poursuivant offi- 
cieliement le creusement des tunnels ou-dessous de la 
mcwquEe A1 Aqsa, troisifeme lieu saint de Hslam et par 
toute une sErie de mesures visant & gammer le caractere 
arabo-islamique de la ville sainte. La coloration reli- 
gieuse que prennent les Ivlnements depuis quelques 
temps ne fait qu'attiser le feu, dont la premiere etincelle 
fut la reconnaissance par le congr&s am&ricain de Jirusa- 
lemcomme «capitate unified» dlsraEL. ii y a un mois. 

DEsormais, la colons a gagnE 1'ensemble des territoires 
palestiniens. Dans la bande de Gaza, des affrontements 
se sont produits pendant plusieurs jours iaissant deux 
moits et une centaine de blesses. 

Mais e’est Hebron, la ville-symbole de routes ces ten¬ 
sions. L&-ba$, ils sont 400 colons juifs face & 120 000 
Palestiniens. A eux-seuls, ces 400 peuveni mettre fin ir- 
rem&diablemcnt au processus de paix. Selon des chiffires 
israEliens, le nombre total des colons dans Jes territoires 
palestiniens est estiniE & 4% de la population israElienne. 
Question ; faut-il laisser le sort de la paix nSgionaJe k la 
merci d'une minorite ? ■ 


De Gaza, Hassan Balawi 


Elections 


Les Freres musulmans defient le gouvemement 

Coup de theatre sur la scene politique jordanienne. Pour la pre¬ 
miere fois depuis sa naissance, le mouvement islamique appelle d. 
boycotter les elections legislatives et engage un bras de fer ccvec le 
premier ministre qui maintient le calendrier du scrutin. 




r-_ 


Politique 

Femmes au pouyoir 
ne pensent pas qu’a 

Un colloque sur les femmes dans 
politique arabe s 'est term la semaine derntere ■ 
d Amman. Parmi les intervehantes, trqis 
deputes aux accents feministes plutdt discrete /,. 


Dans IU1 communique 
public dimanche dernier, les 
Fibres musulmans (FM) ont dE- 
noncE la degradation de la situ¬ 
ation gfnEraie dans le pays, en 
particulier «le read de la de¬ 
mocratic et Us atteintes aux li- 
bertes publiques, I'acceUration 
par le regime de la normalisa¬ 
tion avec Israel el 
I'aggravtuiqn de la crise icon - 
omique*. Us dEnoncent aussi la 
corruption du pouvoir et les 
restrictions croissantes qui ton- 
client les partis politiques. En~ 
Fin. scion le mouvement isla¬ 
mique, les diffErents 
gouvemements depuis 1993 
ont tout ik fait •margirudisi* le 
rdlc du pouvoir (Egislotif (Ik 
travers la ioi Electorate dite de 
la voix unique) ainsi que les in¬ 
stitutions de la soci&te civile. 



Majafi: «chacin est Bira» 

Lc communique des FM, 
quafi fie par certains de 
•^programme electoral* exige 
sept mesures *pour corriger la 
situation * : des rCformes con- 
stitutionnelles. l'abrogation de 
la Ioi £lectoraie et de la loi sur 
la presse et les publications el 
lc redressemenl de la situation 
fconomique. L'anno nee de cel 
appel au boycott a eu f’effet 
d’une bombe dans les milieux 
politiques; certains commenta- 
teurs ddnoncent cette attitude et 
souhaitem qu'elle soil r!vishe, 
d'autres la soutiennent et la 
trouvent indispensable pour 
rectifier les enreurs politiques 
majeures commises ses der- 
nieres annees par le pouvoir 
ex&mtif. NCanmoins tout le 
tnonde pointe du doigt les re¬ 
percussions de cette prise de 
position, radicale et inddite de 


Les Freres musulmans representent une force politique tres popultdre. Ils gardent une 
forte influence sur le parti du Front d y Action Islamique. 


la pait de la plus grande force 
politique et popufaire du pays. 

Immddiatement les autres 
partis politiques de ('opposition 
ont 6t6 rentes de suivre les re- 
commaodations des FM. Mais 
aucune ligne officielle et una- 
nime n'a encore ddgagde. 

Le premier ministre Abdel 
Sal am Majali, ainsi que d'autres 
membres de son gouvemement, 
ont pnSferd jouer I'indiffdrence 
en affirmant que «les elections 
auront lieu el que tout le monde 
est litre d‘y participer ou de les 
boycotter*. Et le chef de gou¬ 
vemement a encore confirme 
cette semaine le maintien des 
Elections a la date pnfivue par la 
Consitution (novembre pro¬ 
chain). De son c6t£, le bureau 
executif du Front" d'Aeuon Isla¬ 
mique (FAl), le parti officiel des 
Freres musulmans, pourrait 


prendre sa decision dbs saraedi 
prochain, if est uts probable 
qu’il boycott era les elections. La 
plupart des partis de 
['opposition (de gauche et na- 
tionaJiste) serai ent d'autant plus 
encourages a lui embolter le pas 
en toute connaissance de cause. 


FAl: risques de scission 

Evidemment le jeu politique 
la jordanienne- ne se limite 
pas & la confrontation : il esc 
toujours possible de trouver 
des compromis. DejS une ren¬ 
contre pourrait avoir lieu enire 
le roi Hussein et la direction 
d.es Frferes musolnians. Et le 
gouvemement, qui souhaite 
ouvrir le dialogue, a invite la 
confine a revoir sa ctecision. 
D'un autre cote, le pouvoir ex£- 
cutif ne manque de moyens de 
pression sur les islamistes : 


dans les arcanes dirigeanres, 
i'interdiction de la confrfirie 
des FM n'est pas 6cart£e. Plus 
simplemenL. le gouvemement a 
tout interct a guetter 
rtelatement du FAl. Une pattie 
de b direction du paiti isb- 
mique reste cn effet favorable it 
b participation aux elections. 
Qu'il cfede ou non ^ b pression 
des FM, dans les deux cas le 
FAl risque b scission. Quoi 
qu'il en soil I'appel au boycott 
semble ttesormais irreversible. 
Cest en tout cas b conviction 
d'un membre des Freres musul¬ 
mans: "les gens croient que la 
decision a ete prise par les 
*faucons • ; or. au coniraire. 
ce sont les moderes qui sou- 
tiennem cette nouvelle orienta¬ 
tion* M 


Qu'elles soient 

joumalistes. chercheurs ou tM- 
puifis, les femmes reoonnais- 
sent routes b n<£cessit£ de leur 
Emancipation dans le. monde 
politique arabe. Mais curieuse- 
ment une fois qu’efies sont arri- 
vEes au pouvoir, la cause'ffirai-: 
nine passe souvent au second 
plan de leurs discours. Ainsi,' 
Rawya Ashawah, cteputE pales¬ 
tinienne ii Gaza, prEf&re coiisi- 
d&er b cause des femmes dans 
le cadre de b lucre que meae (e 
people palestinien poor sa li¬ 
berty et son indEpendauce. Se¬ 
lon elle, il faut donner la pri- 
rneur aux miserqt socrales qui 
d&oulent de 1‘occupation israE- 
lierme :*dans mon action au 
sein du parlemem, je comp ie 
representer toute la socicte 
sans aucune distinction*. 
Rawya Ashawah n'Evoque 
m&me pas la condition de la 
femme. Ce qui TmtEresse avant 
tout, e'est la situation politique 
vis-3hvis cflsraEl et le d£ve- 
loppement dEmocratique du 
pariement > noire conseil l!gis- 
latif palestinien [CLP) est en¬ 
core immature et ne jouit pas 
des mimes poux'oirs que les au- 
ires pariemenis du monde en 
raison des statuts imposes par 
les accords d'Osla*. 


t 


Suleiman Sweiss 


Prtoriti: la paix socials 

Pour la YEmEnlte Awras 
Naji, e'est un peu b rn&me 
chose. Ce medecin et membre 
du Parti du CongrEs GEnEral 
fPCG) appartient h b raajorite 
parlemeniaire. Elle est I’une des 
deux femmes elues au parle- 
raent yemEnite. Un exploit qui. 
ne Pencourage pas pour autant 
2k mbnter davantage.au crEneau 
quand il s'agiL de dEfendre les 
femmes. Le docteor Naji con- 
sidEre que le progres social et- 
le processus dEmocratique sont 


prioritaires dans un pays sous- 
dEveloppE tel. que le YEnien. 
Ensuite seu lenient vient .to 
cause des femmes. Et -comme 
pour justirier sa position, efle 
ajoute: «apr£s tout, ftat fli itue 
par des femmes mais- aussi : des 
hommes*. ■--- 

Awras Naji-ent»id pomtam 
bien amEliorer Ja eoncKroft de - - 
la femme yEmEnite niais totF ’ 
jours en accord avec son-parti. -'1 
Impossible de jouer, semble-1- 
il, les francs-tireurs. Elle rap^ 
pelle cependant son pareqursde 
la mrabattante pc^.r^ . 

le scrutiri .; la propa^kfe ahtr- ' 
fEminine. la pression des - ; 

tieux nsiigi«jx... .«U'y o-enebre 
des forces societies el politiques 
qui s'opposeht a -tout change- . ~ 

menCdes condiHons-rde vie def s.- ■' 

femmes*. reconibhneUor 

Une' femme. politique"''ia}g6- ; 
rienne Etak attenduerEgailentenr- v ;.--- 
h Amman. Louisa Hanoun«st 
une toute nouvelle depute de 
I'oppositioo, porte-parole .‘-<hr •• 
parti nnvailliste. Eile a dti. an- ' 
nuler prficipitammert s^ *•” 

yage pour. disciiter: ~du 
reglement inlErieur' du parlie- - 
ment algErien. Dans le texte ; ; 
qu'elle avait prepare pour :sori - ■ 
intervention,' elle a Ecrit : *je 

suis consciente de la hature de. ■■ 
cette guerre qui menace le peu-~ i ■ 
pie algerien dans : Sari:disem-Ij /_,.. 
ble. Cest pour cette raison que-. 
je soutiens la. pait et que je fe- • 

fuse que lesdfoils des femmes - .. 
bafouis par ceux qui-gpayer -.: 
nenl- soient utiiise^comme aft- 
bi pour reprimer une ebmpd- 
sante de la socifl! .(les .. 
ista«Hstes*NDLRJ*. Pour Loul- - 
sa Hanoun'^atonent,. la para 
sociale est |a'fffioritE, au-deb 
de toute autre - revendication . 
corporatiste.; ■ ' 


Hussein Ahw-tt rnnmein 


Avignon, 1’autre cite des arts 


Culture 


Jerash 97 sonne le reveil du theatre nord 


O 7 - ---- 

. En France , pas de mois de juillet sans Festival d'Avignon. 
Depuis plus de 50 ans, Vancienne citi des Papes est le 
rendez-vous oblige de tous les amoureux de the&tre et 

autres expressions culturelles grandeur nature. 

1 


r Le Festival d'Avignon 
est le plus ancien et le plus 
cElEbre festival de France. 11 fut 
fondE en 1947 par Jean Vilar. 

DEs le premier Festival, en sep- 
cembre 1947, le programme 
propose & la fois des oeuvres 
mbeonnues du rEpenoire uni- 

- verse! et des textes contempo- 
rains. Pendant 17 ans, le Festi¬ 
val sera ainsi I'affaire d'un seul 
homme, d'une seule Equipe, 
d'un seul lieu ila cour du Palais 
des Papes), et done d'une seule 
Erne. La voIontE de Jean Vilar 
esi de toucher un public jeune, 
attemif, nouveau, avec un 
th&airc diffErent de celui qui se 
prauquait h l'Epoque h Paris : 

•redormer au thdtUre. a fart 
collectif, un lieu 'autre que le 
futis clos (...) ; faire respirer un 
art qui setiole dans des anti- 
chambres. dans des caves, dans 
des salons: r!concitier enfin, 
architecture et poesie drama- 
tique*. 

Jean Vilar s'attache une 
troupe d'acteurs qui viendra 
chaque mois de juillet rEunir un 
public de plus en plus nom- 
breux et de plus en plus fid&le. 

GErard FWlipe dEja cElfebre h 
TEcran en est restE le symbole 
dEs 1951, avec ses roles fameax 
du Cid (Corneille) et du Prince 
de Hombourg (Kleist). 

Paraltelement, se cn5e un hors-festival ; 
le «off'-. regroupement Spars de compa 
gnite dEsireuses de toucher le public du 
Festival «in». Sans pour autant avoir EtE 
sElectionnEes et invitees par la direction du 
Festival, eifes veulent participer k cette 
grande PEte estivale du thEStre, rendez¬ 
vous inconioumable des professionnels et 
du public amateur. Cependant le Festival 
d’Avignon n'est pas reste dEdiE au thEStre. 
Dans les onnEs 80, le nouveau directeur in- 
siste sur la presence de poEtes contempo- 
rains. la programmation musicale et 
Couverture aux civilisations non- 
europEennes. 

Du Mahabharata, prt-sente par Peter 
Brook dans une carribre dEsafiectEe, au 
programme thEdtral et musical de 1992 
corisacnS h 1'AmErique hispanique, Avi¬ 
gnon s'ouvre davantage h VEtianger. Le 
Festival n'en reste pas moins le point focal 

- de grandes avencures du tbE&tre fran^ais, 
convenant A des spectacles de dimensions 
hors-normes qu’il serait difficile de pnS- 
senter ailleurs, comme I'intEgraie du Souli¬ 
er de satin de Paul Claudel, mis en sc&ne 
par Antoine Vitez ou encore b projection 



Le festival de la ville antique est Vevenement culturel de Vannee dans toute la region. Cette sixieme edition, du , 
23 juillet au 10 aout, tentera de plaire d la fois aux spectateurs locaux efetrangers: chanteurs-vedettes ," 
groupes folkloriques intemationaux, the&tre anglo-saxon... Mais Vattraction 97 sera surtout le theatre nord qui 

rouvre ses portes apres 2000 ans de silence. 


% 


Sur les murs, Apol¬ 
lon est 5 la harpe, un autre joue 
de la flute et encore un autre, 
du tambourin. Les sculptures 
du cite Sere nord nappe I lent que 
cette enceinte Etait un lieu de 
musique, il y a 2000 ans. 
Constant h 1’origine pour ac- 
cueillir un orchestra, le ihEaire 
reprend ses droits sur son his- 
toire grace au festival de JE- 
rash. Groupes de jazz, de 
danse, de musique de chambre 
se produiront en effet sur cette 
nouvelle scene. 

Avec une capacitE d'environ 
1500 spectateurs, le thEStre 
nord est plus petit que son ho¬ 
mo logue au sud. Construit en 
162 apribs JC sous la forme d'un 
auditorium, il a EtE agrandi un 
siEcle plus lard et transformE en 


amphithEStre. Mais cette schne 
est ensuite nEgiigEe pendant b 
pEriode byzantine. A J'Epoque. 
les lieux sacrEs, tels que les 
mosquEes et les Eglises, revE- 
taient plus d'importance qu'une 
simple place de musique. Le 
tfteftre est aiors utilisE comme 
rfiservoir d'eau! En 717 aprfes 
JC. nouvelle mEsaventure, le 
monument est entente 7 metres 
sous terre h la suite d'un trem- 
blement de terre. 


Une fosse reconstituee 

Aujourd'hui compIEtemenc 
exhume et restaute, le titeStre 
retrouve sa vocation premifere : 
1a musique. Pendant plus de 10 
ans, diffErentes Equipes intema- 
tionales d archEologues se sont 
succEdE pour re me tire en Etat le 
th££tre. Et h panir de 1995, une 


trentaine de Jor- 
daniens sous la 
direction- 
d 1 Abdel Majid 
Majali, du dE- 
partemem des 
AntiquitEs et 
conservateur de 
JErash ont es- 
sayE de restituer 
la forme origi- 
naJe du monu- 
menL Ainsi, 
dans la fosse 
d’orchestra, les 
emplacements 
de chaque in- 
strumentiste 
Etoiem si-gno)Es 
par un rond de 



l 


ptene . «Au de- fendantplus de 15 ruts, les equipes d’archdologues Luernatio-naux^ 
aSdi ^Noufen sont suc ^^ d Jirash pour restaurcr le theatre nord. En 97, il peut enfin 
retraini ouvrir ses portes. 


avons 



avec orchestra de grands films muets du re¬ 
pertoire cinEmatographique. 

L'histoire du Festival est done celle 
d'une profonde Evolution : le Festival est 
passE d'un centre unique (une seule troupe, 
un seul lieu) a une multitude de proposi¬ 
tions artisiiques teparties sur une vingtaine 
de lieux scEniques, ttes diffErents les uns 
des autres. 

Le public d'Avignon esi Jui aussi tnfcs va- 
riE. Tous les spectateurs ne vivent pas le 
festival au m&me rythme. Chacun a sa per¬ 
ception de la ville el ses parcours propres. 
II y a les habituEs, les fidEles, voire les 
*p&lerins» qui organisem leur sdjour 5 
I'avance. Et 4 l'autre bout de l'Echelle des 
com portc ments, les «fl§neurs- 

exp(qrateurs>» qui se iaissent guider par 
1'instioct du momenL Certains ne ftequen- 
tent que le «in*. d'autres que le mats 
la plupart se concoctent des melanges bien 
& eux. Le public discute, critique les cri¬ 
tiques, interroge et dEbat en fin de jountee 
au pied du palais des Papes, oh il aime reo- 
concrer les artistes M 


Jeryes Samarwi 

r Cette anriEe^ Oa. la 

1e ; -pr.agratireap des niauiffe^faK 
Tion& NbinBiE ponjr bi premiere 
ibls .directeuF gextepal adfpint 
;«tat - iqui - Psi 

tes artistei- 
Une respmisabflitti qneJeryeS a 
acoeptE sans jqcaurfe * r ig’daac 
m’dccmler. dTidti^ dtWt siratilfe. 
ment- Son pnxHtipa^^itmit;ia- ; 
pp&ie. tastes ’' Ks - 

formes d'art sont raUfe pai* 
cette meme' ebrde sensfljte. V 
pottle ext ptirt 0 al pr€senti»^ se 
fiestincide Jecxbs 

- tmties les criiattirts- qtii hausen 



quatre el nous 
avorts ajoute les six man- 
quants*. explique Majali. Pour 
cette operation, Jes arch&o- 
logues ont recupErE des pierres 
dans les alentours de JErash. 



Special Shakespeare 

Outre I'ouverture d’une nou-- 
velJe sc&ne. une me ill cure co- 
hfirence dans b distribution des 
lieux et des spectacles est 
1'autre parti-culante de cette 
66me Edition. •Nous avons es¬ 
say! de regrouper au mime en- 
droit les spectacles ayant tut 
lien enire eux afin de donner 
une sorte d’harmonie, de Jbciti- 
ter le choix du spectaieur et de 
rendre les entries et les sorties 
plus confonables*, prEcise 
Jeryes Samawi, directeur- 


a djoint du festival (voir ci- 
contre). Par exemple, le thEjltre 
sud, le plus vaste, est nEservE 
aux vedktes et aux spectacles 
populates. Les chanteurs Wa'el 
Kfouri, Asi Hailani (Liban) et 
Abdul Majid Abdalah (Arable 
Saoudite) ainsi que les groupes 
de danse cireossien et^espagnol 
(flamenco) qui attirem toujours 
un laqze public s'y produiront. 
Et b mi it d'ouvertura sera assu- 
tee par Les Lumikres de Jerash. 
un ensemble de chanteurs du 
pays. 


Enfin. I'ampbhh&hre 

d'Artemis sera surtout consacrE 
au thEatre avec notamment 
deux pibces de Shakespeare : 
Le Songe d’une nuit d’6i6 par 
une troupe britannique et Beau- 
coup de bruit pour rim, par 
une oompagnie ' aatericaine. 
Une occasion unique 
d’observer romment. Poeuvra 
du grand Will est apprEhendEe 
de part et d'autre’ .de 
l'Atiantique.B 


Bayan Salman 
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tourent, dads aotri vie quotitSevhk ihgtniralK:__ 

NE cn Jordame^ H a pttarsnfvf ses itades hixx EUts- 
Vsua <A fl a apptib b^itt&tttiarerti^a&ra, te;ipblasophIe 
et Ik ; tie ritpox ^bib le L r^anne liaai6nite, 

Jeryes Samawi Jest ^XrE ^ li 

creE des Em'issmos. caHiirtiQes, en et en arabe. 


Le Jourdain 


vdans dd remr jordaidcaine^ tt ‘ {^tsbos ; jajs'dtt 
, Proch^Orient Avant JErast^ja a ptnrOapE ^iti'antres 
.xnaxrifestations intenKgfloaaafeg,'•? cwmbm,’. le Jestiyal r de . ' 
' Maribed en Iraq qpentione ctSoi des p^ys desta'MEdiftr- .' =•• 

. notee en 2Catie: DEsofibaj«4ilaigitia& sa pfumei b fois de 
poEte et de ctireCtenr pour bt dte antiqueJI';.. ^ . 
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Le Jourdain, 
on y revient. 


Tous les jeudis 
dans le Star 
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Exposition 

Jusqu'au 29 juillet au Centre culturel tranqais, la 
photographe Jan Kassay expose ses plus beaux cli¬ 
ches de fleurs. 


Cinema 

Cycle consacrE a 1'acteur lino Ventura. Le ruffian, 
de JosE Giovanni (1982). Un mineur canadien reste 
le seul survivant apres un hold-up. H tue les pil- 
lards et garde Sargent Lundi 21 juillet h 2flh30 au 
Centre culturel franqazs. 
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Gianni Versace: 

'King of Frock V Roll 


pagel 

^|?|Oi&^ersKe, together with a handful of 
success of Italian fashion 

l L^' w,din 8 that his 

r : .vyjf*^ya?S'death ‘lias left me in a state of 

: ^jfehion show on Rome’s Spanish 
■:. : feadinng top international models was 

: ^:?^pped-£a ^gesture of mourning. Versace 
; r ' ^?^j<^S*;peen -suffering from cancer, had de- 
• " the Rome show on health 

‘ 60 st »y with his male com- 

global empire reached from its de- 
■ -/ngigQfl^apon m Milan to a production network 
/^^aDss^ftaly'and more than 165 boutiques from 
_ -.v^TokyO-TO New -York’s Fifth Avenue. Its accesso- 
l^^ribnfi^s.mclude Gianni Versace Profumi— 
&p&8se&<>£ Versace L’Homme and other f ra - 
_ .;.i Jgrancea ± ond Versace Make-Up, the company’s 
r ^Kat ? yentiire into the beauty business. There 
^;;; r 3&;fi?Er23 Insrante stores, carrying his less ex- 
^il^paisive line. 

•; f-For all his celebrity courting and globe- 
./!* ctrottingMi^had palatial homes in Milan. Como 
, : -(Italy’^.lake country). New York and Miami 
.; :,Beaaf—Versace claimed to thrive on his sensi- 
.. vtiM ^Pl^ie inass market. “The roots of Italian 
•• - stress are mainstream people,” he recently told 
: - - T hnfl tf magaTin e. “In Italy, you have to relate to 

while in France the designers seem 
...... to^relate only to transvestites on the (fashion 

-j'^h^^nmways. We may have less fantasy, but 
^we're^nore realistic.” 

"-^^-’ 'It was a lucrative formula. Sales rose 23.5 
•-•■/ .geag nt iasLyear to $485 million, 80 percent of it 
™or.sales abroad. The company reported $40 
- million profits after taxes. 

j¥et'Versace SpA remained largely in the 
.* hapds ofthree people—Gi anni, his toother. San- 
toi and sister, Donatella. Some industry special¬ 
ists'^say the company now looks suddenly vul- 
;■ i«rable. “A k)t of the value in Versace is tied up 
m Gianrn Mmself—not exactly a one-man show, 
bat he was very much the front man,” said Paul 
Goitteh,' a luxury goods analyst at the Italian 
brokerage house IMJ Sigeco. 

/Versace's death is expected to delay a long- 
awaited move by the family to restructure and 
become a public company with shares listed on 
:tfaeMiIan and possibly the New York Stock Ex- 
change next summer. Santo Versace, the chair- 
.man and managing director, once explained that 
by going public the company would “automati¬ 
cally acquire a second and third generation ... a 
commitment to carry Versace beyond its found- 
• ers.” 

“ Santo and Donatella have two children each; 
Gianni, who never married, had none. 

Industry analysts say investors should watch 
fashion shows over the next year for clues of the 
tk company’s ability to carry on. 

: * • Versace staged a show in Florence last month, 
bringing out a men’s collection. His couture col¬ 
lection for women was shown in Paris last week¬ 
end. 

“His influence will be in that next collection ” 
said Michael Swift, a management consultant 
. for Kurt Salmon Associates in Milan. “The col¬ 
lection to watch is the one after that—the first 
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one he won’t have a hand in.” 

Some fashion critics say Donatella is capable 
of stepping into her brother's shoes. She already 
designs the company’s successful Versus line 
and is credited with inspiring some of Gianni's 
more outrageous looks. “When you have a really 
strong business and a designer with the same 
name, 1 think there’s a very real chance that, 
even if they lose a step or two, they’ll continue 
just One,” Swift said. 

The last time the Italian fashion world was 
jolted by violent death was two years ago when 
Mr Maurizio Gucci was murdered in Milan. ■ 

LA nmes-Washington Post News Service 


Foster passes hearing 

test in ‘Contact’ 


By Kenneth Tnran 

HOLLYWOOD—Whatever’s Out There 
has always fascinated people Down Here, 
especially movie people. Bui these days, 
instead of watching the skies (as those 
1950s films encouraged everyone to do), 
people are listening to them. “Contact'' 
tells us what one woman heard and how 
the world reacted. 

Starring Jodie Foster in an exceptional 
performance as the radio astronomer who 
listened, and directed by Robert Zemeckis 
in his first outing since “Forrest Gump.” 

“Contact” is superior popular filmmaking, 
both polished and effective. But despite its 
success and its serious intentions, it's 
finally a movie where the storytelling 
makes more of an impact than the story. 

Balanced between wanting to deal with 
the philosophical and scientific issues that 
concerned Carl Sagan, who wrote the orig¬ 
inal 1985 novel, and making sure to satisfy 
the cravings of a mass audience, “Contact” 
manages to have it both ways most but nor 
all qf the time. Not as profound as it would 
like to be, with a decidedly soft central 
message, it is nevertheless thoughtful and 
intelligent for the Hollywood summer 
entertainment it basically is. 

Expertly directed by Zemeckis, who 
makes this kind of prestige studio produc¬ 
tion look easier than it is, "Contact” never 
loses touch with its "who are we and why 
are we here” sense of wonder about the 
universe that is its greatest strength. While 
it has a strongly sentimental side and wan¬ 
ders into conventional territory more often 
than it realizes, "Contact” manages an 
almost gyroscopic ability to right itself 
whenever absolutely necessary. 

Much of this Is due to Foster, whose skill and pres¬ 
ence seem to increase with each picture and who 
dominates “Contact” in the best possible sense. Her 
portrayal of astronomer Bilie Arroway. a character 
sbe knows intimately, demonstrates why no one is 
more persuasive at conveying intelligence and single- 
minded passion to the point of confrontational anger. 
Foster is “Contact's” lodestar, and when she is on 
screen, the film can't help but be engrossing. 

Arroway is first encountered in a prologue as an 8- 
year-old shortwave radio buff with a gentle father 
(David Morse) and an eagerness (well-conveyed by 
young actress Jena Malone) to hear from far-away 
places. Dad also ignites her interest in extraterrestrials 
with a folksy “if it is just us, seems like an awful 
waste of space" homily the film likes enough to use 
three times. 

As an adult astronomer who has come to trust her 
work more than people, Arroway has turned into 
someone accurately characterizwl as “brilliant. 



driven, a major pain in rhe ass ... obsessed with a field 
dial's considered professional suicide." That would be 
her affiliation with SETT, the Search for Extraterres¬ 
trial Intelligence, a group of scientists who listen dog¬ 
gedly fora signal from the skies. 

Arroway's superior. National Science Foundation 
head David Dnimlin (Tom Skerrirt). is markedly 
unsympathetic, typically greeting her with a dismis¬ 
sive. "Still waiting for E.T. to call?' A further run-in 
with Drumlin leads Arroway to reclusive billionaire 
S.R. Hadden (an assured John Hun), who lives on an 
airplane and knows exactly what he wants to do with 
all his money. 

Arroway also connects with a different kind of 
man. Palmer Joss, played by heartthrob du jour Mat¬ 
thew McConaughey. A kind of self-defrocked priest, 
"a man of the doth without the cloth” who "couldn't 
live with the whole celibacy thing." Joss is a writer 
who feels the modem passion for technology and sci¬ 
ence is corroding the world's moral values. 


Though the science vs. religion. does-God- 
exist discussions he has with Arroway are 

some of “Contact's" most interesting. Joss has 
a tendency to come off as a ruggedly hand¬ 
some signboard for the film’s ideas. Also, the 
James V. Hart and Michael Goldenberg script, 
upgrades Joss to much more of a conventional - 
love interest than he was in Sagan's book. It’s 
a transition that has its bumpy aspects as Joss, 
a construct more than a fully fleshed-out char¬ 
acter, pops in and out of events in a not-- 
always-convincing way. 

Clocking in at 2 1/2 hours. “Contact” is 
most alive during its central section, when; 
Arroway. sitting next to a photogenic group of 
dish-shaped radio telescopes near Socorro, 
N.M., and hoping as per usual for a sign from 
the cosmos, hears what is unmistakably a sig¬ 
nal from the beyond. 

The source turns out to be Vega, a spot 26 
light-years away, and how Arroway and her 
colleagues take the numerous steps necessary 
to decipher that message, what it says, and' 
how Arroway fights to retain a part in its 
implications, are conveyed in a rush of images 
and sequences that are so invigorating it’s pos¬ 
sible to be swept away and overlook how skill¬ 
fully it's ail been put together. 

For this, much credit has to go to director 
Zemeckis, cinematographer Don Burgess and 
editor Arthur Schmidt. The wizardly storytell¬ 
ing style they employ is seamless and involv-' 
ing. with all manner of elegant camera moves.' 
Even bravura sequences like tracking Foster as 
she runs from her car through the lab to check- 
on the signal (a scene that according to Ameri¬ 
can Cinematographer was shot in two separate 
locations months apart; are so intrinsic to the 
narrative they never seem showy or excessive, i 
“Contact” has difficulty maintaining this 
momentum through its extended final segment. 
Partly it's that the initial section, the quest, makes the 
best use of the strengths of Foster's characterization, 
of Arroway's almost painful eagerness to make inter- 
galactic contact Also—and this goes to the heart of 
what “Contact” is lacking—the idea of the search 
turns out to be more involving than the knowledge 
that ends up being found. 

Not helping is the tendency of the plot (despite 
appearances by James Woods as the president's 
national security adviser and Angela Bassett as a 
White House power) to get increasingly contrived and 
unsatisfying as the story unfolds. Even more than usu¬ 
ally involving visual effects (supervised by Ken Rals¬ 
ton ) can't fill that gap. 

Still, when you think of how little to chew on sum¬ 
mer films usually give us, “Contact” has to shine by 
comparison. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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World’s No.1 Pizza Chain 

" Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 
“Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
now at Pizza Hut 
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Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 
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imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


0 


i'.”A-U.*j N >J b r :£'■■■ [VL ££• 


Beauty Institute 

O Faciah 

C !)!•<!'_: ski ,7 treat nun! 

O Make-up 

O European niauicun.s Ai 
pedicure s' 




Tel 


Cornfort 

Hotel Suites 

A Luxury 
lomfort 

^ Service 
A Location 

In the 7 of 
Sweifyieh 




. ■ . "-I_u ?’ MlD 



!' ;s 

— ; 7 



'*fj23?r^2 , 






Fully Serviced Suites 

A/C In Grand 



n 


n 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyxah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 
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Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Daroti Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 
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NOW OPEN FOB 
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We save you more 



The most pleasurable shopping 
experience ... It's just about 
everything you need, at low prices. 
Amman-7th Curie Tel: 814)29 
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Arabic Office 97 arrives 


IT IS finally here, ihe Arabic 
edition of Microsoft Office 97; 
the latest comprehensive suite 
of Arabic applications from 
Microsoft. 

Arabic Office 97 includes 
the following applications: 
Microsoft Word 97. Excel 97. 
Outlook 97, PowerPoint 97 and 
Access 97. Users are familiar 
with the many features of each 
of these very popular applica¬ 
tions. However, what Office 97 
offers is better integration 


Microsoft Journal, Calendar 
and Contacts ; users will find 
that almost every need of theirs 
is catered for. There is even an 
application called Microsoft 
Notes which offers a facility 
similar to Post-It notes which 
users can stick on their desktop 
as reminders. 

Also. Microsoft utilizes its 
Office suite as an opportunity 
to throw in several useful addi¬ 
tions. such as the Microsoft 
Clippiu a new application 


users, all sons of techniques 
have been incorporated to cater 
to the special requirements of 
Arabic language. 

In keeping up with the spirit 
of the Internet age. Office 97 
provides advanced tools to con¬ 
struct attractive Web pages that 
include multimedia aspects, 
without even needing to learn 
HTML. 

Also, there are several infor¬ 
mation exchange and data 
communication features built 
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"tSlSSXiT# hove followed to com,*** 
closely lor over a dec- 


ade, it is such a pleasant 
surprise when ihe con¬ 
cept of ‘power to the 
masses' starts to kick 


Show me the money, show me the $$$: 


Evaluating business 
ventures on the ‘Net’ 
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By Jabra Ghneim 
Special to The Star 
EVERYBODY IS asking the 
question: ‘Show me the 
money?"— pretty much like 
Jerry MacGuire 1 . That is. the 
money expected to be made on 
the Internet 

Agents, investors and all 
kinds of professionals want to 
see the rewards of investment 
in Internet ventures. 

This is a legitimate request 
specially in a world where 
very few ventures have 
made money on the net so 
far. 

In fact, most of the 


penile need of a business 
model. Investors who want to 
see the money, need to spend 
first. Here, there are the realities 
of costs to be considered. 


Costs 

Based on observations in Jor¬ 
dan. the cost for getting on the 
Internet varies. 

For a real comfortable pres¬ 
ence using a TI line, you have 
to 


money from the Internet is 
made outside the Internet. 1 


by Internet consultants and 
Web designers who cater to 
companies wishing to get 
onto the net. Similarly, adver¬ 
tising agencies have benefited 
from their client's wish to 
place electronic advertising, u 
Publishers, of course, were 
among the first to move into 
the new medium hoping to 
reap some return from their 
favorite income generator, 
advertising money. 

But the people who have 
earned most and stand to earn 
even more from the Internet 
revolution are software and 
hardware manufacturers such 
as Cisco and Netscape, to 
name just a couple. Hard¬ 
ware and software manufac¬ 
turers stand to be the biggest 
winners no matter whaL This is 
the milk and honey of the Inter¬ 
net economy. I believe Internet 
related ventures appearing eve¬ 
ryday in the Middle Eastern 
region, and Jordan, are in des- 



ble barrier to entry for the many 
people who want to be on the 
net. to conduct any real business 
at reasonable speed. The prom¬ 
ised returns simply don't cover 
the costs. 

Our only ISP, Global One/ 
Sprint Jordan offers these prices 
which are quite 'astronomic' to 
most potential buyers, even cor¬ 
porates. I say astronomic 
because having a Tl 128 Kbps 
line in the states costs $300 
to $500 a month only. In 
Europe the cost is 5500 to 
$700 only. These figures 
are one tenth of what 
you have to pay in Jor¬ 
dan. to set up a TI 
account. Thus, it is eco¬ 
nomically feasible to fly 
to the United States to 
establish Internet 

domains. 

Of course the Internet 
hype in the country helps 
in fueling the cutrent craze. 
Everybody nowadays 

wants to leam about e-mail and 
the miraculous net, at any 
cost 


among these applications, uti¬ 
lizing all the latest feature built 
into new versions. 

Microsoft Outlook is an 
application that organizes the 
users work flow, by acting as a 
desktop manager. Along with 
other applications such as 


which makes a paper clip pop 
up on your screen whenever 
you require assistance. User 
assistance features are built in 
to guide users through the pro¬ 
cedures of every application, in 
a very interactive manner. 


Making life easier for Arabic 


into the applications of Office 
97. The package is without a 
doubt, the most impressive 
suite of Arabic applications 
available. For more informa¬ 
tion. contact Specialized Tech- 
"nical “Services (STS)- on tele¬ 
phone 82761 ].■ 






INDEX soon to launch Internet services in Jordan 




FOR THE past fifteen 
months. Jordanian users have 
had one sole choice for Inter¬ 
net services. Global One. 

That is set to change very 
soon, with a new company 
called INDEX announcing 
that it will offer Internet ser¬ 
vices in the Jordanian 
market. 

Being one of the newly 
licensed Internet Service Pro¬ 
viders (ISPs)-in Jordan, it 
looks like IND^X may be the 
first among the'm to deliver 


its services to the market. 

Naturally, this will mean 
more competition and 
changes in price structures, 
definitely affecting Internet 
users in the country. 

Sources at INDEX told 
The Star that the company 
was looking forward to serv¬ 
ing Jordanian users and that 
INDEX will provide “an 
innovative and competitive 
InLemel service". 

For more information, con¬ 
tact International Data 







Exchange L.L.C. (INDEX) at 
telephone 5515333. ■ 




pay about JD 36,000 annually 
with a JD 700 setup fee. For 
the less powerful 28.8 TI con¬ 
nection you pay up to JD 
13.500 annually. 

Of course these prices are so 
high that they form a formida- 


Revenues and the Busi¬ 
ness Model 

Internet publishers in Jor¬ 
dan have taken the pure pub¬ 
lishing route so far. depending 
on revenue from advertising 
and putting up web sites for 
news papers and magazines 
published in the region. 

According to a friend a mine, 
some local companies are mak¬ 
ing a bundle. Nevertheless. I 
wonder some times if this is 
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just a temporary thing. 
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vS^er'jjfor.-iJfHidows. arid desktbp. aopfica- 
■•ttons.’’ fifty end-iiserswho ,’JEiu theft* CDfttK 
• co rrectly -labeled arid would like Microsoft 
tq rejriace the^fpr aCD* labeled hi Arabic 
. -are invited --.to-’ contact the resellerfrom 
piij-ddsed theproaoctfoc.hssfe- 


Us -. 'Middle East .Product Development 
(MEPD) at Its headquarters in Redmond; 
‘ Washington, USA. 

- Users'in Jordan who wish to replace any. 
incorrectly labeled CDs, can contact Spe¬ 
cialized Technical Services (STS) at trie* 
phene 8263U.JI . ' ; _-v: 


Today, you am pur- 
chase an advanced, ww r 

dots per inch (dpi) l aser 
printer for the. same £ 
cost of a color ink-jet 

“fSTU-nl**. P-toW- “ ° ffer 

others when it comes to laser pnnttre. p _ ■ 

eu taasstfts 

SU -£.?f SIJ£'a re black ink primos;I* 
still amazing when you consider that many black ink-jet 

were priced similarly until 18 rrmnlteago. 

Naturally, like everything else m. the computer 
the decreasing price of technology and the econo 
that change pricing structures. _ 

Color laser printing is the next candidate-for 
HU this day. a typical color laser printer costs around JD. 
to JD 5.000 (about as much as a cheap car!)- 
In any case, recent color laser models are biffing 
pricing hard Minolta has inlroduad a color taKHM 
• soldby GCE for about JD 2,900. Now, although this mg 
like a steep price, it is an achievement in the cotor.T ase ^ 
truly appreciate the value of a color laser pnnter, .y<Jti:n«a 
think of the ultra-high quality you get from q laserpnnwr; 
to that mixtures of thousands of colors and you get st“ 
;m ag ^ on paper. So stunning that they can beat regular 
film in many cases. Now that is a revolution. - 
Also, on the same note, color ink-jets have devetopedxcrj; 
well, offering up to 1,440 dpi nowadays^sp«naliy i«i^; 
Epson models incorporating photo printing technology^™ 
these printers are also dropping in price. . 

.You know, sometimes I wish most of us could hang otvww- 
out buying a product, until its price reaches reasonabjdfcy«k ; 
In most sectors, people can do that. Take Satellite 
example. Those who waited until this year, after over 
years of consecutive price drops, actually managed io get 
same Satellite reception system today, for about JD 80fV^K-; 
somebody else paid JD 4.000 for five years ago! 

However, when it comes to computers, it is 
ca y Don’t we all want a magnificent 200MHz Pentiurn^y^ 
tem, to run oil our applications, at light speed and to eiy^Y-tnar- 
velous graphics capabilities. When it comes to printn^ ri's 
quite similar. When you need a laser, ybo get a laser.'-Atljeasr f 
nowadays, you get a laser at a reasonable price. M ‘ / .. 
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Jordan Conmnter Trade Co. (JCTC) Tel. 634896 r i\& 
General Computers & Electronics (GCE) TeL S513^|^ 
Scientific & Medical Suppfles Co. (SMS) TeL 624907 : '; 
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The World Cup Kidnapping 


A Shaggy dog story 


By Alex Johnson 


THE ALL-TIME weirdest soccer story is 
the tale of the kidnapping of the World 
Cup. Thirty-one years later, the story has a 
new chapter. 

It’s 1966. The original Jules Rimet Tro¬ 
phy. crated off to England shortly before 
the World Cup final between England s* r ' 
West Germany, is promptly stoi** 
held for ransom. There is mi , “' 
vote fretting and 
wringing about secui 
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iNot to mention 

speculation about N ’ ,; i v*- 

the motives of the , \ ' ) \ 1 

thief or thieves. 

After all, how are 
you going to fence 
an icon as instantly 
recognizable as tk. 

World Cup? Authorities conclude that the 
miscreants intend to melt it down for its 
gold and silver.) 

In a twist that could happen only in soc¬ 
cer, all is set right a week later when a dog 
named Pickles, out for his daily walk, 
stumbles upon the priceless trophy lying in 
some bushes in South London. 

The English Football Association, which 
is to have possession of the trophy for the 


vy v** 


next four years since England has won the 
tournament, decides that nothing like that 
will happen again on its watch. In com¬ 
plete secrecy, the FA commissions a Lon¬ 
don jeweler named Alexander Craig to 
strike a cheap, goldplated bronze copy of 
the trophy. 

The fake is trotted out for the 
public and fobbed off for four 
jjfv* years as the real thing, which is 

& kept under heavy lock and key. 

To heighten the illusion, a heav- 
\ ily armed security team accom- 


panies the fake trophy on its pub- 
lie tours. 

Cut to 1970. Brazil wins its 
record third World Cup. In honor of the 
achievement, FIFA retires the Jules Rimet 
Trophy and permanently awards the real 
thing to the Brazilian federation. When a 
new trophy, of an entirely different (and 
quite undistinguished) design, is intro¬ 
duced. the cheap old fake is put away in 
mothballs at the English FA, presumably 
never to be seen again. 

Of course, the new trophy is stolen from 
the Brazilian federation. It has never been 
seen since. The fake is eventually quietly 
returned to the jeweler’s family, which 
reports that in the intervening years, the 
trophy was kept under Craig's bed for 


many years and even survived two 
burglaries. 

Chapter 3: Last week. Craig's son. Gra¬ 
ham Bird, exhumed the old fake trophy 
and' offered it up for auction through 
Sotheby’s. Because of its quirky historic 
interest, experts predicted Bird might be 
able to realize $7,500 to $15,000 for it. 

For reasons of its own. the Brazilian fed¬ 
eration sent a representative to bid for the 
trophy, with a mandate to win it- He was 
prepared to drive the bidding all the way 
up to $55,000. For a fake trophy. Which 
metallurgists estimate is worth maybe 
$150. 

Guess again. 

It took only a minute for bidding to 
reach $150,000. (That’s not a misprint. 
Thai’s four zeroes.) Eventually, an anony¬ 
mous bidder walked off with the fake 
World Cup for more than — wait for it— 
$407,000. Susan Bird, the seller's wife, 
said the family was “slightly embarrassed 
at the price il has fetched.” 

The Birds are stunned. The English 
press is having a field day. And some¬ 
where, Pickles is laughing. ■ 


Kawar 
wins gold 
and silver 
in Arab 


Arafat an 
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games 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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NADA KAWAR was extremely sad after 
the competition on Monday for failing to 
win a second gold medal. 

However, armed with one gold Jordan’s 
bright athlete gained a silver medal for Jor¬ 
dan during the first days of the 8th Pan- 
Arab Games currently held in Beirut. 

She scored 15.66m in the shot pot compe¬ 
tition leaving the golden chance to the 
Egyptian, Wafa Baghdadli, who scored 
15.70m. 

Bat the Jordanian gold and silver medal¬ 
ist, who is heading to becoming an interna¬ 
tional champion, was the star or the day, 
being surrounded by many Arab news agen¬ 
cies and television. Her achievement for 
Jordan, deserves to be greatly appreciated. 
There are still many competitions to be won 
by Jordanian athletes. The Arab games end 
on 27 July. ■ 



Silva moves to Manchester 


United, 


MANCHESTER UNITED 
reached an agreement with 
Celio Silva, the Brazil 
defender. The player will com¬ 
plete a 3.5 million-pound trans¬ 
fer as soon as he is granted a 
work permiL by the Department 
of Employment 

Maurice Watkins, the Man¬ 
chester United director, con¬ 
firmed Monday that an agree¬ 
ment had been reached with the 
player and Corinthians, his Bra¬ 
zilian club, and that on applica¬ 
tion for a work permit had been 
submitted. 

“We concluded negotiations, 
but we can't complete the trans¬ 
fer until he gets clearance from 
the Department of Employ¬ 
ment." he said. “It will take a 
few weeks. We hope to have 


him available for the start of 
the season.” 

The 29-year-old arrived at 
Old Trafford yesterday to agree 
a four-year deal worth, in the 
region. 3 million. He has 20 
caps and is therefore unlikely 
to be hindered in his applica¬ 
tion for a permiL 

Another player on the move 
yesterday was David Ginola, 
the French forward. 

He agreed terms with Tot¬ 
tenham Hotspur and will com¬ 
plete a 2 million transfer this 
afternoon after a medical. 

Tottenham still retain their 
interest in taking Les Ferdi¬ 
nand from Newcastle United 
along with Ginola, but so far 
have been unable to budge the 
Tyneside club from an asking 


price of 6 million. 

Terry Dolan was dismissed 
as manager of Hull City .yester¬ 
day, leaving the way open for 
Mark Hateley, the former 
Rangers and England forward, 
to assume control at the club 
recently purchased by David 
Lloyd, the former England 
Davis Cup tennis player. 

Everton appear to have won 
a race with Manchester United 
for the services of promising 
young Grimsby Town winger, 
John Os ter. He was ai Goodi- 
son Park for talks yesterday 
and is likely to sign this week. 

Birmingham City have had a 
change of heart over Peter 
Ndlovu and will now sign the 
Coventry City winger despite a 
knee injury that forced the 


transfer to be cancelled.; 1 -!? 51 . . 
week. . 

Paul McGrath has been told , 
by West Ham United that be . 
has three games in.whichjp 
prove his knees are still capable 
of surviving the rigtifS- 
FA Carling Premiership*vTo® 
Ireland defender,- 37; trained 
with West Ham'for the fost 
time yesterday and wiU jq^.“* 
squad on a pre-season todr to; ; 
Scotland. '.t* 1 

The Football League^yeaef:- 
day revealed that it; would 
the European Uruon io in^' 
vene in its row with Uefa, «**' 
ball's European governing. 
body, over the removal - 
place in the Uefa pip for “'fV; 
winners of their domestic godo-J^ , 
petition, the Coca-Cola Cup. * 
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